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PREFACE. 


| HEN his Pruſſian Ma- 
jeſty thought fit, in 4 


NA AY); 
the Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, 


and thereby rekindle the War in 


Germany, which was otherwiſe ori 


the point of being extinguiſhed ; a 


Paper was publiſhed here under the 


Title of, An Expoſition of his Mo- 
tives, to which the firſt Part of the 
following Work was written in An- 


ſwer, and had very probably on the 
A 2 Turn 


Time of Peace, to 


$ 
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Turn of Affairs that has followed 
ſince, have been buried in Oblivion, 
had it not plainly appeared that ſome 
of the Notions inſiſted upon in that 
Foreign Performance, were really 
conſidered as Articles of their Politi- 
cal Faith, by ſome of our greateſt 
Politicians at Home. It was this 
that induced the Author to finiſh it, 
and conſent that it ſhould be made 
Publick, as a full Anſwer to thoſe 
new Doctrines, that to pleaſe the 
Patrons of them are now preached 
up, as ſound Policy in a certain 
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The Humour of abuſing ſuch, as 
are intruſted with the Management 
of Publick Affairs is, generally 
ſpeaking, ſo ſtrong in this Country, 
that it is a very difficult Matter in 
leſs than fifty or ſixty Years after a 
Man is out of Power, to perſuade 
the People that ever he deſerved to 
be in; more eſpecially if from the 
WY Conſciouſneſs 
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_ Conſciouſneſs of his own Integrity, 
he never practiſed the uſual Arts of 
Miniſters, never courted the Popu- 
lace at the Expence of his Under- 
ſtanding and Dignity, or endeavour- 
ed to acquire an Intereſt elſewhere, 
but by deſerving it. All Miniſters 
are ſure to be ill-treated, but that 
Miniſter moſt who leaſt deſerves it, 
becauſe when he leaves his Poſt, he 
leaves no Party to cry him up, 'or to 
defend his Conduct. He Who has 
been anxious only for the Service. of 
his Country, is careleſs in this Re- 
ſpe, or rather fearleſs, for he knows, 
that however Self-intereſted "Men 
may abuſe, they can never hurt him. 
He is ſenſible that Time and Truth 
are Witneſſes, that ſooner or later 
acquit the Innocent; but though this 
may be ſufficient for ſuch a Mini- 
ſter, yet there is ſomething more re- 

for the Information of the 
9 and that for the People's 
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Ts, afford this den : the 
following Sheets have been drawn 
from the Corner of a Cloſet into 
Daylight; and that the Deſign of 


them may not be miſtaken or — "i 


preſented, let it be remembered that 


they are calculated — the full Proof 
of the following P fitions. I. 
That the preſent is a * and 
not a Party- War; a War recom- 
mended to the Throne by the Voice 
of the People, and which therefore 
no Nation that would be thought 
wiſe, or wiſhes to continue free, 
would charge as a Crime upon a Mi- 
niſter, when in Truth it is a Mea- 
ſure in which they may and ought 
to glory themſelves, as it is ſtrictly 


ſpeaking their own. 


III. That this War was not the Ef- 
fect of haſty Reſentment, but be- 
gun upon 33 Deliberation and 


upon juſt Motives, of which the 
Nation 


| Principles be defended, It is for 


(vw) 
Nation was the more eaſily and ful- 
ly convinced, becauſe thoſe Motives 


were National; that is to ſay, were 


ſuch as redounded to the Intereſt 
and Honour, to the Safety and Glory 
of the Nation. A War thus begun, 
ought undoubtedly to be proſecuted 
with the ſame Spirit and Zeal, and 


upon the ſame Motives -upon which 


it was begun, ſince to vary or de- 
part from theſe, would be to confeſs 


an Unſteadineſs or Pufilanimity, un- 


worthy of a brave and free People. 


III. That all Pretences of proſe- 
cuting the War on a new Deſign, 
and for better Purpoſes, are very 
dangerous and ought to be ſuſpected, 
inaſmuch as ſuch Pretences are evi- 
dently calculated to deceive the Peo- 
ple to betray the common Cauſe, 
and to introduce a new Syſtem not 


Ht to be openly avowed, becauſe it 


never can upon Juſt and National 


this 


(n) | 
this ' Reaſon, for I defy any Man 


living to affign another, that our 


preſent, upright, wiſe and able Mi- 
niſters, have in the moſt ſolemn 
Manner, and in the moſt expreſs 
Terms, declared by Memorials pre- 
ſented at ſeveral Courts, that no 
Alteration of Men will be attended 
here with a Change of Meaſures ; 
which is ſo clear, ſo full, and ſo 
unanſwerable an Approbation of the 
Principles laid down and ſupported 
in the following Sheets, that there 
ſeems to be no Reaſon to apprehend 

eir being ill received by any 
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LETTER 


TO A 


CERTAIN MINISTER. 


SIX. | 
Cannot think chat) ou will be diſpleaſed 
with the Liberty I take of addreſſing to you 
this Dione 7 on the preſent State of the 
2D of Europe, when I reflect on the 
Liberties that have been taken, not with 
the | only, but with the Crown of Great- 
Britain, by Papers and Pamphlets publiſhed 
abroad and at home too of late; as if ſome im- 
perceptible Change had happened in our Conſti- 
tution, and foreign Princes and States had ac- 
quired a Right to appeal from the Judgment of 
a King of 45 Eris to that of the Brity/h 
Nation. It is highly requiſite, Sir, that a Point 
of this Importance ſhould be ſet in a clear Light. 
The Zeal Th N in a late Reſcript, and in the 

; B Paper 
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Paper annexed thereto, with regard to 'the Ger- 

man Conſtitution, muſt ſerve for my Apology, 

if any Warmth ſhould eſcape me in Defence of 

our OWN. : 

| The ſudden Turn taken by his Pruſſian Ma- 

jeſty, did, indeed, give ſuch an Alarm to all 

Europe in general, and to this Nation in particu- 
lar, that there is no reaſon to wonder it ſhould _ 

be thought expedient to ſoften the firſt Emotions 

of Men's Minds by as plauſible a Method as 

| could be contrived ; and, perhaps, in the Expoſi- 

| tion of his Majeſty's Motives for taking that ex- 

| traordinary Step, this was pretty well done. But 

= - ſure it was through an exceſs of Caution that 

if theſe Motives were uſhered into the World by 

if another Piece, which in its Title is directed to a 

publick Miniſter; and; in the Body of it, to the 

People of Britain. I ſay this was done through 

| an exceſs of Caution, firſt, becauſe the thing 
| was plainly unneceſſary; for if the Expoſition of . 

| his Pruſſian Majeſty's Motives was ſufficient*to 

ſhew that they were juſt and unexceptionable, 

there was no need of this additional Lecture to 

the People of Britain: And, on the other hand, 

| if any Doubt was entertained as to the Effects 

of that Expoſition, the very Reſcript itſelf car- 
nes in it a Contradiction, which ſhews How much 

Men are embarraſſed when they do unwarranta- 
ble things. FR 44 
For, mark me, Sir, this Refcript in the 
Origival, (for as to the Tranſlation it is never 
Engliſh, and very ſeldom Senſe) makes his Pruſ- 

ſian Majeſty argue thus, As no Prince in Ger- 
% many has any Right to intermeddle with the in- 
* terior Meaſures of Great-Britain and the Con- 
r ſtitution of its Government, I have Reaſon to 
hope that the Engliſb Nation will intermeddle 

| — | C.. ce as 
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ce as little with the domeſtick Affairs of the 
Empire, nor will oppoſe the Efforts that I, 
in Conjunction with other well-meaning Powers. 
in the Empire, am reſolv'd to employ, for pre- 
5 ſerving and maintaining the Dignity of our 
Head, the Reſpect due to the Laws and Conſti- 
« tution of our Country, and the Rights and Pre- 
5 rogatives of its Members.** Now, Sir, I beſeech 
you to conſider how the Princ'ple laid down in 
the firſt Line I have quoted agrees with this Re- 
ſcript. If in his Praſſian Majeſty's Judgment 
no German Prince whatever has a Right to in- 
termeddle with the interior Policy of Britain, 
what Right had his Miniſter to publiſh this Ap- 
peal to the People? Is not this intermeddling . 
with the interior Meaſures of Great-Britain ? Is 
it not queſtioning, I was going to ſay, overturn- 
ing our Conſtitution ? Is it not exciting the Peo- 
ple againſt their Prince ? Surely you "muſt con- 
ſs it is, when you conſider the Lines that im- 
mediately follow. I the rather flatter myſelf, 
continues the King, that England will not in- 
© terfere, becauſe ſhe has no Reaſon to meddle 
in this Quarrel, either from the CoxsiopERA- 
© TION OF HER COMMERCE, or otherwiſe; and 
*© tho' ſhe may have a greater Biaſs towards one 
Court in Germany than another, I think her too 
£© reaſonable to pretend that Princes ſo powerful 
„and fo worthy of Reſpect as thoſe of the 
Empire are, ſhould be obliged to conduct 
© themſelves according to the Inclinations of 
© thoſe of the Engliſ Nation, who are for 
o forcing their Countrymen to enter into foreign 
<< Quarrels that regard | not Great-Britain either 
in black or white.” As to the peculiar Beauty 
of the laſt Phraſe, I confeſs it is loſt with 
me; but ſo it ſtands in the Original, and the 
B 2 whole 
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whole Force of the Argument amounts to this, 
that great things are hoped from the Engliſh 
Nation's diſcovering a Senſe of foreign Affairs 
directly oppoſite to thoſe of the King and his 
Miniſters as adviſed by Parliament. It is a very 
unlucky Conſequence of our moſt unhappy Di- 
viſions, that Foreigners, by attending to our Par- 
ty Diſputes, are miſled into wrong Notions about 
our Conſtitution. They hear us talk of the 
People of Britain and of the Britiſh Nation, by 
which we certainly mean no more than in a legal 
Senſe, the Choice of the People in their Repre- 
ſentatives, and the Senſe of their Repreſentatives 
expreſſed in Parliament; whereas they appre- 
hend we mean the collective Body of the Nation, 
the Voice of the Crowd, and the Opinion of all 
who think fit to ſpeak of publick Affairs. We 
in Great-Britain know that there is a wide Dit- 
ference between the Republick of Poland and the 
Britiſh People. We know that our Government 
is a Monarchy, that the Adminiſtration of the 
Government is veſted in the King and the Le- 

too, in Conjunction with the Lords and 
Commons. We know that the Britif Nation, 
in any other than this legal Senſe, is a vague 
Expreſſion, frequent indeed in the Mouths of 
Parties who love to ſpeak much when they mean 
nothing; but ſurely the Wretch does not breathe 
in Britain, who dares to wiſh that the Senſe of 
the Britiſp Nation ſhould ever be ſet up in Con- 
tradiſtinction to the Senſe of the King and Parlia- 
ment, and whoever ſhall attempt to introduce, 
or give Colour to ſuch a Diſtinction, will cer- 
tainly intermeddle with the Conſtitution to his 
Coſt, and be ſoon taught to know that this King- 
dom is not governed by the floating Opinions of 
the Many; but by ſettled Laws, which were = 

85 Rules 
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Rules that governed our Anceſtors, and by 
Obedience to which, we and our Poſterity are to 
be made happy. 

I thought my ſelf obliged, Sir, to ſpeak thus 
plainly, that you might really know the Senſe of 
every rational Man in England on this Subject; 
for I dare aſſure you, that none who have read 
that Reſcript approve at all of this manner. of 

oceeding. They very well know, and would 
— ready to avow it, that they expect Miniſters 
ſhould 2 accountable to the People, even for 
Meaſures directed by their Maſter; but when 
they ſay this, they know their own Meaning; 
they know that this Account is to be given to 
thoſe with whom the Power of the my le is 
lodged, and this in Conſequence of a 8 
cedure. It is alſo true that in ſome — e a Par- 
liament may be ſaid to be — to the 
People, becauſe on a Diſſolution they are free to 
regulate their Choice according to the Senſe 
have of their Repreſentatives Conduct. But it 
is very clear that this Reſeripe is an Appeal to the 
Nation under none of theſe Reſtrictions. It ap- 
pears from the Paragraph laſt quoted, that this is 
an Appeal to one Part of the Nation againſt the 
other. And what is this other? Why, thoſe 
who are biafſed more in favour of one German 
Court than another : That is, in plain Engliſh, 
the Houſe of Commons, who have ſo often ad 
dreſſed the King to ſupport the Houſe of Huſtris, 
and who have given ſuch large Sums to his Ma- 
a: Sp enable him to comply with their Re- 

e 
This is the fair and true State of the utter, 
and indeed it is of ſuch high Conſequence to us, 
that it ought to be fairly ſtared, As to the In- 
ſmuation that the Quarrels in Germany — 
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thing to do with our Commerce, there is ſome- 
thing in it extremely injurious to the Nation. 
That we receive great Benefits from Trade, that 
Trade is a National Concern, and that we ought 
to reſent any Attempt made to leſſen or to injure it, 
are Truths well known and out of diſpute, yet 
ſure the Britiſb People are not to be treated like 
a Company of Merchants, or rather Pedlars, 
who, if they are permitted to ſell their Goods, 
are to think themſclves well off, whatever Treat- 
ment they may receive in any other reſpect. No 
ſurely, the Britiſh Nation has other great Con- 
cerns beſides their Trade, and as ſhe will never 
facrifice it, ſo ſhe will never endure any Inſult 
in reſpect to them, without reſenting it as be- 
comes a People jealous of their Honour, and 
punctual in the Performance of their Engage- 
ments. 

It has, indeed, been the Artifice of France to 
repreſent the Maritime Powers in this Light to 
all the World, and to each other. In the Lan- 
guage of that haughty Court, France, hke old 
Rome, 1s to be the Miſtreſs of the World, and 
the Engliſb and Dutch are to think themſclves 
happy if ſhe does not diſturb their Markets, but 
lets them enjoy the Fruits of their Induſtry, 
while they truckle to her * and are ſubſer- 
vient to her Schemes. Man but read 
the Letters and — 2 — 4 Jan Hoey, and 
he will be ſatisfied as to the Truth of this. He 
will ſee that the Freuch Miniſters treat him, as it 
inſtead of being an Ambaſſador from a great 
and powerful State, he was a Factor for a Com- 
pany of Merchants, who had no Subſiſtance but 
their Trade, and were obliged to mind that at 
the Expence of every thing elſe. Upon this 
Principle all their Reajorungs turn ; they tell _ 

* mac 
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that in caſe of a joint War with France, England 
may beat Holland out of a Part of her Trade; 
but if Holland will keep out of the Scrape, ſhe 
may have all the Trade to herſelf. He may fee 
that when Mr. Van Hoey reprefented this Sort of 
Stuff to his Maſters the States General, it was 
underſtood and treated by them with the Con- 
tempt it deſerved; they reſented, as became 
them, the OO of ſuch a Treatment; and 
ſnewed that they had a 8 "Va worthy the So- 

vereigns of a free Republick; ſupported indeed 
by Trade; but at the ſame Time poſſeſſed of a 
Power capable of defending the Rights of their 
Subjects, and of aſſiſting thoſe Allies, by whoſe 
Aid in other critical Conjunctures, they had been 
ſupported themſelves, hen not their Commerce 
only, but their very Being was in danger from 
the Ambition of this arrogant Power, that now 
falks and teaches other People to talk, as if tlie 
Maritime Powers had. nothing to mind but their 
Trade, and their Subjects had a Right to call 
the Government to account, if they did not con- 
fine their Care ſolely to this Subject. But, alas! 
how widely are they miſtaken ! who takes a 
larger Share in the War than our Merchants, 
and what greater Benefit can reſult to our Com- 
merce, than by rendering that Authority reſpect- 
ed abroad to which it owes its Protection at 
„ 0 1 
This odd Interjection of Commerce in this 

Place, plainly. ſhews the Deſign for which this 
Piece was calculated; wich muſt be to move 
the meaneſt and the loweſt of the People, with 
whom Sound prevails more than Senſe, and W 
affect to be ever anxious about Trade, how little 
ſdever it · may concern them. As for thoſe who 


are really engaged in foreign Trade, they are 
not 
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not to be impoſed upon by ſuch Pretences; they 
are convinc'd that the Safety of Commerce de- 
pends upon the Figure this Crown. makes in 
Compariſon with the other Powers of Europe; and 
a very laudable Proof they gave of their having 
this juſt Notion of things, by the Pains the 
took to drive the late Miniſtry. into a War wi 
Spain, and where there is the ſame Reaſon, the 

oncluſion ought to be the ſame likewiſe. If 
the Safety of Trade depends upon the Figure 
and Credit of the Nation, then whatever Attacks 
the latter, tends to the Prejudice of the former; 
but if the Houſe of Auſtria is overborne, our 
great Rival in Power and in Trade, by which I 
mean France, muſt carry all before her, and 
therefore whatever contributes to the preventing 
this, contributes ſo far to the Security of our 
Trade; and this, I think, is a fuller Anſwer 
than was even neceſſary to ſo fooliſh an Obyecs 
tion. | 7 PM iN p 

-I muſt, however, admit that there is ſome 
Foundation for what is ſuggeſted in the Meme- 
nal, as to the Biaſs of the Brit; Nation in fa- 
vour of the Houſe of Auſtria; for ſurely if ever 
there was the Opinion of a whole Nation given 
on ſuch a Point, every Part of the Nation has, 
at ſeveral Times, declared itſelf fully, upon this 
Subject. The late Miniſtry always. declared it 
to be their Intention to aſſiſt the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria, and often complained of their Want of 
Power to ſecond that inclination, Theſe Decla- 
rations, however, did not ſcreen them from the 
Reſentments of thoſe who thought there was not 
ſo much done for the Support of the Queen of 
ARE as her Circumſtances, and the Intereſts 
of Great-Britain required, and every Body 13 
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that it was chiefly by the preſſing this Topick 
that Miniſtry was overturn'd. | | 

All who were then in the Oppoſition were 
unanimous in their Sentiments that our whole 
- Force” ought to be exerted, not only in purſu- 
ance of Treaties, but in purſuance of the Publick 
Welfare; and it is freſh in every Man's Me- 
mory, that the firſt Step taken upon the Change 
was to ſend the Earl of Stair abroad with In- 
ſtructions to iniorm the Dutch, that we were de- 
termined to ſuccour that Princeſs effectually, and 
therefore the fame from them. I have 

been now a cloſe Obſerver of publick Affairs for 
upwards of twenty Years, and I do not remem- 
ber any Meaſure recerved with greater, | or ever 
with ſo great Applauſe as this. It may be ob- 
jected, ' and I believe with Truth, that ſome 
People have argued in publick Aſſemblies, as if 
they had fince changed their Minds; but this 
Objection does by no means reach the preſent 
Miniſtry, they have ſteadily purſued in Power 
the Plan they recommended when out, and in 
this they have ſhewn themſelves to be ſteady and 
able Men; and as for'thoſe who have chang'd, 
their Motive is very plain, ſince without oppoſing 
this Meaſure, they could not oppoſe at all, and 
by oppoſing they have'plainly loſt their Credit 
with the People, as it is natural for Men to do, 
who, from Motives of private Intereſt, - contra+ 
dict themſelves. This, Sir, is à fair State of 
the Caſe, and if his Pruſan Majeſty has received 
any Intelligence of anoxher Nature, he das been 
fo far deceived ; and this, like many other Miſ- 
chiefs,” ought to be placed to the Account of our 
Party Difputes, to which if any foreign Court 
truſts; it lb be ſure to he miſled; ſinte the Sens 
timents of the Nation are not to be ſbwught for 
Koi C among 
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among Pamphlets and News Writers, but from 
the Reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons, which 
is at once the natural and legal Repreſentative 
of the People. 

This Method, Sir, of which his Pruſſian Ma- 
jeſty i is pleaſed to make choice, of rendering the 
Publick the Judge of his Proceedings, is ſuch 
a one as certainly gives every Man who has com- 
petent Talents, a Right to examine the Queſtion. 
T muſt own that I thought it a Piece of Reſpect 
due to ſo great a Prince, and in addreſſing my 
ſelf to you, I aim at nothing more than ſhewing 
you what moſt People think of the Reaſons his 
Majeſty gives for. acting in the manner he has 
done. If. I had been ſingular in my Sentiments, 
if I had heard Numbers declare themſelves of 
another Mind, I ſhould moſt certainly have been 
tident ; but perceiving that the reſt of my Coun- 
trymen [thought as I did, and obſerving how 
fem a ſtreſs his Pruſſian Majeſty is s pleaſed to 

on the Senſe of the Britiſb Nation, I really 
2 that I could not better teſtify the Re- 
ſpect I have for that wiſe and powerful Monarch, 
than to take this Opportunity of tranſmitting to 
you the Senſe of the Brit Nation upon this 
important Topick. It was a natural thing, on 
the Publication of ſuch a- Reſcript, to expect it; 
the foreign Gazettes ſay that 2000 of theſe, have 
been Siſtributed, and that- one out of 2000 
ſhould take the liberty of ſpeaking again, has 
hothing in it at all ſtrange. t on the contrary, 


feems to anſwer the Deſign of that Piece, or at 
leaſt of the Publication of it, and that too by 
the Order of his Pruſſian Miniſter, as expreſſed 
in the Title Page. I have one thing more to 
add, and that is, that I write purely from my 
own Motives, A At any Order whatever. I 
Janos expreſs 
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expreſs freely the genuine Sentiments of an un- 
bials*d- Engliſpman, and therefore, Sir, I hope 
you will hear me with Patience at leaſt, if not 
with Favour, eſpecially ſince I ſhall be careful to 
ſay nothing that deviates from the Reſpect due 
to ſo great a Prince, who expreſsly deſires to have 
his Actions examined, and the Motives to them 
ſcann'd. 10 2 . 0 „ 
The two chief Points upon which this Contro- 
verſy turns is the Conduct of the Queen of Hun- 
gary towards the Emperor, and the Conduct of 
Great- Britain towards the Queen of Hungary. 
If the former of theſe can be juſtified from the 
Law of Nature, Nations, and the Empire; if it 
can be proved that the Queen has done -nothing 
but what ſhe had a Right to do, what ſhe was 
conſtrained to do, and what would have had a 
Tendency to hurt not herſelf only, but the Em- 
pire, if it had been omitted, then ſhall we un- 
doubtedly get rid of this Part of the Charge, 
that the Pride, Ambition, and private Views of 
the Houſe of Auſtria are the Cauſes of the pre- 
ſent Troubles in Germany; and this being done, 
it will follow, that the Prince who has recourſe 
to Arms for ſo noble, ſo generous a purpoſe as 
the reſtoring Peace to his long harraſſed Country, 
will effect it by turning his Arms on thoſe wha 
are really the Authors of the War. In the next 
N if we ſhew 77 r has Jars al-, 
ed the Queen of Hungery from any particular 
Views of her Prince, or from — — 
Partiality of her People; but in Support of her 
own Intereſt, and in conſequence of the Faith 
of Treaties founded on that Intereſt, We ſhall. 
then have overturned the ſecond: Part of the. 
Charge, and thereby free ourſelves from the Im- 
Ne eee FRI juſt * 
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wich foreign Quarrels that do not concern us, and 
eſtabliſh a Post which concerns us very nearly; 
viz, that what we have done for the Queen of 
Hungary, and what we ſhalt do for her, though 
it turns immediately to her Service, turns at the 
fame time, as much to ours, and is, in reality, 
no more than we are bound to do, not only in 
virtue of. Treaties, but out of regard - to our 
own Safcty and Preſervation. 

It is a Principle founded in common Senſe, 
admitted by Grotius, Puffendorf, and all other 
able Writers on the Law of Nature and Nations, 
og: all Government is founded on Gare 
the People; that for this purpoſe they ſub- 
mit to ſuch Conſtitutions as 3 moſt 
2 to the Attainment of that End, and 
that herein conſiſts the Right of Dominion, 
The Girmnick Conſtitution is nothing more 
than Oorifederacy of Princes and States, which, 
from their entering into that Confederacy, are 
ſtileck the Germanick Body, for the Preſervation 
of the reſpectiye Forms of Government under 
which they live, and upon which they conceive 
Kaif Happi inds to be founded. It is this that 
renders ,an inviolable Regard and a fincere At- 
to that Conſtitution, Patriotiſm in Ger- 
amy. It is chis that renders any Attempt, not 
> 14 to Overturn and deftroy, but to alter or 
chat Conſtitution, Treaſon in Germany. 
. was a juſt Senſe of the Expediency, and even 
Neale of e 2 pow 3 77 at the 
s Con capable of ſupporting 
them in their Rights, by 1 their Conſti- 
tution "againſt the Ineroachments of Strangers, 
that, nguced them to continue the Imperial Dig- 
nity 0 e the Houſe of Auſtria, as it is 
very certaih "that che "Power: of the -Houſe of 
w * 
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Auſtria,” eſpecially in the laft Century, has been 
chiefly employed in maintaining and 
as far as it was able, the Dominions of the leſſer 
Princes of Germany, from the Incroachments of 
an — Neighbour, abways watching and 
conſtantly ving every Opportunity . 


grandize ue at their Expence, as appears 
＋ many Cities and Provinces that have been 


torn from the Germanick Body, and at this 
Juncture are, and for.a long Time have been 
annexed to the Dominions of France. 
The ſame Spirit of Ambition, the ſame Luſt 
of Power, the ſame Deſire of making all her 
Neighbours ſubſervient to her Will, induced the 
French Monarchs of the Houſe of Bourbon to 
diſturb the Peace of the reſt of their Neighbours, 
and to endeavour, by Methods the moſt unjuſt 
and indefenſible, to leffen their Power, in order 
to exalt her own. It was this Senſe of cam 
mon Danger, and Deſire of providing fer their 
own Safety by a ſtrict Unian amongſt 7 thems 
ſelves, | that induced many of theſe Powers to 
ally themſelves with the Houſe of Auſtria and 


with the Empire; from whence aroſe the /great 


Concern of many of che principal Powers in 
Europe, as well as the Empire in general, for 
the Support and Maintenance of the Power of 
that Family : Experience had ſhewn that nothing 
but the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria emplay- 
ed in Defence of the Empire, could have pre- 
ferved many of its Princes and States from being 
ſwallowed up by the Power of France, winch 
by the Germanick Body could be no other wæy 
conſidered, than as a Diſſolution; and a 'Martifi- 
cation in the Political Body, like that in the 
Natural, being begun in the Members, muſt, 


Vitals. 
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Vitals. Experience had likewiſe ſhewn, that 
che other Powers of Europe had the greateſt need 
of tie Concurrence of the Empire as it was then 
conſtituted, that is to ſay, with a powerful and 
well- affected Prince at its Head, for the Preſer- 
vation of their Freedom and Independency; and 
hence reſulted that Concern which both the Em- 

ire and other Powers of Europe ſhewed for the 

reſervation and Support of the Houſe of Auſtria; 
that is, the conſerving all the Dominions in the 
actual Poſſeſſion of the late Emperor Charles VI. 
of glorious — 210 to his Heir, which was 
the Point aimed at by the Pragmatick Sanction, 
or. Domeſtick Law of the Family, laid down by 
his Imperial Majeſty then reigning. - 

The Pragmatick Sanction was made by the 
late Emperor Charles VI. in the Year 1713, 
in the Tears 1724 and 1725, he cauſed it to be 
publiſhed and accepted in all his hereditary Do- 
minions; and in the Year 1731, he communi- 
eated it to the Diet of the Empire, declaring at 
che ſame Time, that as the Treaty he had lately 
made with his Britaunick Majeſty, in a great 
Meaſure ſecured the Ballance of Europe, ſo there 
wanted orily a Reſolutiom of the Diet in Support 
of the Pragmatick Sanction, to place that and 
the Tranquility of the Empire on the moſt ſolid 
Foundation. His Imperial Majeſty, at the ſame 
Time aſſerted, that it was in order to arrive 
66 at ſo ſalutary am end, that he had thought fit 
c to communicate to the Diet, in order to ob- 
«© tain their Guaranty, the Order of Succeſſion 
in the moſt illuſtrious Houſe of Auſtria, from 
, an entire Confidence that as hitherto the Power, 
t of the Houſe of Auſtria had ſerved as a Bul- 
ark to all Chriſtendom, had always defend- 
ed, againſt every Aggreſſor, the Liberty ol 

123 0 Europe, 
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« Europe, and particularly that of their dear 
Country, his Imperial Majeſty did not doubt 
but every State of the Empire would readily 
« acknowledge, that on the preſerving intire and 
„ indiviſible this Power, depended not only the 
e Security of Europe in general, but alſo the 
Welfare and Safety of the Empire in particu- 
« lar,” His Imperial Majeſty ſays farther, * that 
it was not with any View. to aggrandize his, 
« Archducal Houſe, that he communicated this 
<< Decree, but merely to preſerve to his Heirs. 
and Deſcendants, of both Sexes, his Domini- 
« ons and hereditary Countries undivided, and 
that he expected this would meet with the leſs 
<<. Oppolition, becauſe this Order of Succeſſion 
«© was founded upon ſolemn Acts and Settlements 
in the illuſtrious Houſe of Auſtria, already ap= 
proved by the Empire, and guaranty'd by 
the chief Powers abroad, and by moſt of the 
<< principal Potentates in the Empire. His 
Imperial Majeſty concludes with obſerving, ** that 
<« this Guaranty, inſtead of expoſing the Em- 
* pare to any Inconvenience by engaging in its 
6 Defence, would prove the only means of pre- 
<«« venting thoſe Diſturbances that muſt other- 
© wiſe naturally ariſe in relation to that Suc- 
é ceſſion, and in which they would be gs 
* to take part whether they would or not. 
Jam very, ſorry that I am obliged to make ſo 
tedious a Recital to you, of a Thing with Which 
you muſt be ſo we acqainted; but there pre- 


vails of late ſo ſtrange a Humour of for tting 
what ought to be beſt remember d, denying 
Facts notoriouſly known, and miſrepreſenting 
whatever, makes ind People, that I am oblig 

to be more e than Lotherwiſe — 1 


| canhor help obſerving to you, that this Decree 
©: ſhews 
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ſhews the Wiſdom and Foreſight of the Empe- 
ror,” as well as his paternal Care for the Weltare 
of his Country. His Wiſdom appears in framing 
the Pragmatick Sanction; his Foreſight in per- 

ceiving that the Debates about this Succeſſion 
would embroil the Empire and all Europe; his 
Care and Tenderneſs in exhorting them to ad- 
here ſteadily to this Guaranty, as the only means 
of avoiding; and preventing theſe Miſchiefs. The 
States of the Empire were ſo well ſatisfied of 
che Truth of what his Imperial Majeſty ſuggeſt- 
ed to them, that they readily conſented to what 
his Majeſty deſitcd of them. 
In their Act of Guaranty they ſay, that be- 
18 ſenſible that the preſerving the Domi- 
« njons of the Houſe of Aufris undivided, * 
*| was the only means of preventing the un- 
„ happy Diviſions, Wars, and Effufon/of Blood 
< that oft neceſſarily happen in caſe the Em- 

« peror's Dominions were ſeparated, and were 
capable of ſetting all Germany in a Flame, 
* 2 after mature Deliberation upon this im- 
portant Affair, and all the Circumſtances at- 
* tending it, reſolved to thank his Imperial 
Majeſty for his paternal Care, in endeavour- 
ing to prevent ſo many Miſchiefs, and for ſe- 
&- curing the Honour and Safety of the Empire, 
and therefore take upon them the Guaranty as 
% he had demanded, agreeable to the ſecond 
« Article of the Fr of Vienna, by which 
his Britannick Majeſty took upon him the 
*'fame Guaranty, which ſecond Article is there- 
in at length tecited, and immediately after 
& the Words of this ſolemn Act of the Diet of 
the Empire are, We by theſe Preſents conſent 
< thereto, accepting it entirely, and declaring 


2 en we will aalen of TE 
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« ſo as it is there eſtabliſhed, againſt all who 
4 ſhall oppoſe or trouble it; and will employ, 
« for that effect, whenever it ſhall be requiſite, 
& all our Forces, and whatever ſhall be neceſſary 
« for the Maintenance and Execution of this 
“ Guaranty of the Empire. This Reſolution 
his Imperial Majeſty moſt gratefully, as well as 
graciouſly, received, as ap 70 by his Confirma- 
tion dated at Ratiſbon, F. 4. 1732, and fign'd 
by the Prince of Furſtenbourg, his Imperial Ma: 
jeſty's Commiſſary to the Diet. 

It is viſible, Sir, from hence, that if the In- 
tereſts of Germany are at all underſtood by the 
Diet of the Empire, or if foreign Powers are to 
give any Credit to the moſt ſolemn Acts of that 
Iluſtrious Aſſembly, the Pragmatick Sanction, 
and the Rights of the Queen of Hungary to all 
and every Part of the late Emperor's Dominion 
are to be conſidered as inviolable, and . — 
by an authentick Law of the Empire, grounded 
on the known Principles of its Laws, and the 
general Intereſt of all its Princes and States. 
This; Sir, I fay, is a thing rendered indiſputa- 
ble by the Acts which J have cited; for if after 
them any Doubt could be admitted in this Caſe, 
every Man of common Senſe muſt percerve that 
there muſt be an end of all Certainty. If a 
German Prince, or if ſeveral German Princes 
concurring in the Aſſertion that this or that is jor 
the Interelt of Germany, ought to perſuade fo- 
reign Nations that fo it really is, then, ſurely, 
ſo ſolemn a Teſtimony as this is of the Senſe of 
all the Princes and - Book of the Empire, that 
the preſerving the Succeſſion of the Houſe of 
Auſtria —_— and undivided, is of -the utmoſt 
Conſequence to the Safety and Preſervation of 


the Germanick Body, . is he ſulleſt Evidence that 
D either 
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either German or Stranger can require, This is 
ſo clear, ſo full, ſo much incapable of being 
ſubverted or overturned by any little Strokes of 
Caſuiſtry, that I venture to affirm whoever ſhould 
undertake to prove the contrary, would meet 
with the Contempt of every Briton. You need 
not, therefore, wonder that we look upon the 
Succeſſion of the Queen of Hungary as a thing, 
founded upon Laws human and divine, and not 
to be alter*'d or deftroy'd, but by the direct 
Breach of both. 

This plain State of the Matter of Fact, ſhews, 
how little Foundation there is for all that has been 
ſaid about the Obſtinacy and Intractability of the 
Queen of Hungary. Her Majeſty had evident ly 
an abſolute Right to the Whole of her Father's 
Dominions, and could not poſſibly give up the 
ſmalleſt Part, without giving up, in ſome mea- 
ſure, her Right to the Whole; becauſe the Pre- 
ſervation of the Auſtrian Succeſſion entire and 
indiviſible, is the Motive that induced the Diet 
of the Empire to convert the Pragmatick Sanc- 
tion, which was no more than an Oeconomical 
Conſtitution, into a Law of the Empire, from 
which, therefore, ſhe could not depart, without 
_ departing from her Right to the Empire's 
Guaranty. To ſay, therefore, that the Queen 
of Hungary has refuſed, and till refuſes to liſten 
to any Terms of Accommodation, founded on 
the giving any Satisfaction to the Houſe of Ba- 
varia, or any other Pretenders, is ſaying no 
more than that ſhe is inflexibly juſt, that ſhe ad- 
heres to the Laws of her Country, and that ſhe 
will not be frighted into doing what ſhe ought 
not, what, perhaps, ſhe cannot do. There 1s 
a wide Difference, Sir, a very wide Difference, 
between contending for what one conccives 


(219) 

be one's Right, and defending what one knows 
to be one's own; the former may be Obſtinacy, 
but the latter never can. Beſides, Sir, while 
the Queen of Hungary acts as ſhe does, ſhe has 
a Right to claim, not only the Guaranty of the 
Empire, but of all the other Powers, who gua- 
ranteed that Succeſſion which ſhe defends ; but 
the Moment ſhe conſents to divide or alienate 
that Succeſſion, ſhe gives up taat Right; and 
can you call her refuſing to give it up Obſtinacy?. 
If ſo, Sir, you muſt alter all Languages as well 
as Laws; and teach us a new Dialect, in conſe- 
. quence of this new way of thinking. 

From hence too appears the Nonſenſe of ano; 
ther Suggeſtion : Pardon the Expreſſion, Sir, 
ſince I am going to prove it is juſt. We have 
heard the Queen of Hungary accuſed ior not 
ſubmitting this Diſpute to the Imperial Diet, and 
for not accepting the Mediation of the States of 
the Empire when offered, though it was certain- 
iy impoſſible for her to do either. Could ſhe 
ſubmit to the States of the Empire the Deciſion 
of that Point, which they had already decided 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, and upon which ſo- 
lemn Act of theirs her Right is founded ? 
Or could ſhe accept their Mediation after this 
their ſolemn Deciſion? Would not either of 
theſe have been a palpable Abſurdity, and was 
ſhe not extremely in the Right to ſave the States 
of the Empire, in their preſent Circumſtances, 
the Shame of taking on themſelves an Office they 
could not perform? Lay your Hand upon your 
Heart, Sir, and ſay whether theſe Propoſitions 
were not made on purpoſe to draw her into this 
Dilemma, either of, departing from her Right, 
which ſhe muſt have done by ſubmitting to the 
one, or accepting of the other; or giving her 
. D 2 Enemies 
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Enemies an Opportunity of charging her with 
- Obſtinacy for rejecting both. Alas]! Sir, what 
Shifts are theſe? The Force of France and its 
Allies had been employed in vain to deprive her 
of her Dominions, and now this Stroke of Cun- 
ning was to come in, to deprive her of her 
Friends. 
Leet us conſider, Sir, on the other Side, what 
mighty Reſpect was paid to the Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions of the Empire, by the Adverſary of 
the Queen of Hungary. He always declared 
that the Pragmatick Sanction was void, and that 
he conſider'd himſelf as the ſole Heir of the Em- 
peror Charles VI. He claimed that Succeſſion im- 
mediately on the Death of that Emperor; he 
Applied himſelf immediately to the Diet of the 
Empire as a Proof of knowing that he had a 
good Cauſe. He ſcorned all dark Intrigues, ſe- 
cret Treaties, but above all foreign Affiſtance; 
and, had ſo tender a Regard for the Repoſe of 
the Empire, that he would have choſe to have 
;loſt all he had fo good a Right to, rather than 
have called in the fworn Enemy of Germany to 
his Aſfiſtance. I really wonder, Sir, thatfome- 
body has not been found capable of aſſerting all 
this ; becauſe it is, atleaſt, as true, and viſibhy 
much more to the Purpoſe, than any thing that 
has been ſaid. Yet you know, Sir, as well as I, 
that the Elector of ' fury concealed the Nature 
of his Claim; guaranteed, as well as his Brother 
the Eleor of Cologne, this very Pragma _ 
Sanction; even at the Death of the E. 
he was filent, till by a Confederacy ſhall call 
it. or a Conſpiracy, chere was a Project formed for 
ſipping the Heireſs of the Emperor Charles VE. 
cf ali rhe Dominions, her Right to which had 
been in the moſt ſolemn Manner — 
by 


ta). 
by evtry one of the Confederates; and in order 
to execute this righteous Scheme, ſuch a Num- 


ber of French Troops were pcured into the Heart 


of Germany, as it was believed would put Juſtice 
out of Countenance, and fright ſuch as had Vir- 
tue enough left not to join in ſo execrable a 
Scheme from darirg to oppoſe it. Theſe, Sir, are 
Truths, which however Poſterity may doubt, 
the preſent Age, nay, the prelent Enemies of 
the Queen of Hungary; cannot deny, becauſe, 
ſhametul as they are, they are at the ſame Time 
. Notorious, 

Inſtead of avowing his Claim to the Diet, he 
took care to put it out of the power of the 
Diet to diſpute it. Inſtead of calling upon the 
Queen of Hungary to ſubmit their Diſputes to 
the States of the Empire at Rati/bon, he talked 
of preſcribing Terms to her on the Ramparts of 
Vienna. Inſtead of ſacrificing his own Preten- 
ſions to the publick Peace, he modeſtly expected 


ſhe ſhould facrifice her juſt Rights for the ſake 


of preſerving her own Perſon and that of her 
Children. But it ſo fell out that the Princeſs 
who was thus doomed to Deſtruction, had the 
Spirit to defend herſelf againſt all theſe Enemies, 
and by the Bleſſing of God upon her Arms, the 
has been able, not only to preſerve her own, 
but by the juſt Rights of War, is become Mi- 
ſtreſs of * Territories of the Invader. This, 
Sir, is the great Crime imputed to the Queen of 
Hungary, and to her Allies. I have often won- 
dered that thoſe who have dealt ſo freely with 
their Conduct, did not attack the firſt of her 
Allies, I mean the Lord of Hoſts, the God of 
Battles; he who has ſo ſignally interpoſed in her 
*Favour, and ſo” heavily chaſtiſed the perfidious 
Breakers of Treaties ; thoſe — 
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all their political Wiſdom, faid in their Hearts 
with the Fool, There ir u0 God, 

It is allowed that Bavaris has ſuffered deeply, 
but it was after Auſtria had been plundered ; it 
is admitted that the Inhabitants of that Country 
have been hardly dealt with, but ſcarcely ſo hard 
as the Bohemians. It is owned that they deſerve 
Pity and Compaſſion; and fo furely do the other 
Countries that -have felt the Scourge of this 
dreadful War. But on whom, Sir, are all the 
Evils to be charged, or who is in Conſcience 
anſwerable for Events that all Parties condemn, 
all Partics are aſhamed of? Thoſe ſurely by 
whom the War was begun, Thoſe, who not 


only ſet the Example of theſe Sufferings, but 


made it neceſſary for others to continue them. 
Thoſe, who to gratify their own private Intereſts 


and Ambition, actually overturned the Conſti- 
tution of their Country, that Conſtitution they 


pretend now to be ſo fond of, and left no Au- 
thority in Germany but Force, no Right but 
that of' the Sword. Have theſe People a Right 
to complain of theſe Miſchiefs they have intro- 
duc*d? Shall they call for Juſtice on the Heads 
of thoſe who on the ſide of Juſtice took up 
Arms; or, not content with Impunity, ſhall 


they dare, in the Sight of all the World, to at- 


tempt, by gloſſing their Iniquities, to fix the 
odious Term of Traitors to their Country = 
others? This, Sir, is deeper Policy than Machia- 
vel ever taught, and thoſe who have ſtudied him 
ſo aſſiduouſly will find that the preſent Age is too 
wiſe, and too penetrating at leaſt, if not too vir- 
tuous, to be impoftd on. There might be per- 
haps Times, when fine Words would ſanctify 


. foul Actions; but Men in our Days have too 


much Wit not to diſtinguiſh between a F _ 


(23) 

that ſpeaks well, and an honeſt Man that com- 
plains of being robb'd. I am ſorry, heartily 
ſorry, that I am obliged to make uſe of fuch 
Terms ; but when People attempt to abuſe the 
common Senſe of Mankind, every Man is bound 
to vindicate the Senſe he has lefr; and when 
thoſe who have the framing publick Papers, 
not only abuſe Facts, but pervert Language, 
every private Man is bound to interpoſc, and 
prevent their confounding the Notions of Right 

and Wrong. | 
If Bavaria has been over-run, it was owing 
to the Ambition of her Prince; if its Inhabitants 
are in the moſt miſerable Condition they may 
thank his Allies ; if they do not enjoy the Bene- 
fit of Capitulations ; why did they break them? 
That their Prince is driven out of his Dominions 
is true; that their Country is deſolate and their 
Cities demoliſhed, is not to be diſputed ; that 
they are treated as a conquered Nation is ac- 
knowledged and avowed ; but the Queen of 
Hungary is guiltleſs. She was forced to do all 
this in her own Defence; and if ſhe has inflicted 
Puniſhments againſt the Clemency of her Nature, 
it has been to preſerve her Subjects whoſe Loy- 
alty required it at her Hands. Would you 
have had her left theſe Countries to the Pretender 
to her own Dominions ? Would have had her re- 
turn the Weapon to a deſperate Enemy? or, 
from a Principle of falſe Compaſſion, would you 
have had her riſked the Safety of her own Per- 
ſon, merely to prevent the Sufferings of one, 
who, notwithſtanding their Nearneſs in Blood, 
had involved their Country in ſuch diſmal Con- 
fuſions? Whoever expects ſuch things ſhews 
himſelf a Patron of Abſurdities, and is ſo viſible 
an 
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an Enemy to Reaſon, that there is no arguing 
with him. 

It is to avoid. ſuch palpable, ſuch glaring 
Marks of Falſhood and Folly, that a different 
Turn 1s given to the Diſpute, and new Sounds 
are introduced to prevent our diſcerning that the 
Senſe 1s the ſame. The Emperor, the Chief of 
the Empire, the Head of Germany, are now the 
favourite Phraſes, But, for God's ſake, Sir, 
did the Queen of Hungary attack the Emperor ? 
did ſhe deſpoil him of his Imperial Dignity ? 
was it ſhe that made him the Penſioner of France? 
You cannot ſay this. The Truth of the Matter 
is, that the Elector of Bavaria, who began a 
moſt unjuſt War upon the firſt Elector of the 
Empire, and in the Courſe of that War loſt his 
Dominions, is now Emperor; and what then? Has 
this changed the Nature of Things? can it have any 
Effect upon what has been long ſince done? will it 
operate upon his paſt Actions, and make that a 
lawful and a juſt War, which at the Time he 
enterpriſed it was againſt the Conſtitution of the 
Family, the ſolemn Act of the Empire, the Faith 
of numberleſs Treaties, and the Law of Nations? 
Tf not, what ſignifies ringing Emperor, Head 
of Germany, and Sovereign of tho Empire in 
our Ears? or what has the the Queen of Hungary 
done to deſerve it? But, ſay ſome People, ſhe 
has proteſted, and that too in very unguarded 
'Terms. Why, grant it were ſo; People who 
are greatly injured have not always the greateſt 
Patience. But againſt what has ſhe proteſted? 
Not againft bis Election; you know that well 
enough; but againſt the Injury done her in his 
Election; againſt the taking away her Vote; con- 
trary to the Golden Bull, which in ſpite of Com- 
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| miſſorial Decrees, Manifeſto's, and Expoſitions, 


is and will be the Conſtitution of the Empire ſo 
long as it ſubſiſts. 

On the whole, therefore, this is a new Con- 
troverſy about Words. The Queen of Hungary 
maintains and defends the Germanic Conſtitution 


by her Proteſt, and here are a new Set of extra- 


ordinary Patriots ſtarted up, who, by a ſingle 
Stroke of political Equivocation, would turn 
this Act of Loyalty to the Conſtitution into 
Treaſon, and arm the Electors, Princes, and 
States of the Empire againſt an innocent Princeſs 
ſhall I ſay? no, againſt themſelves, againſt their 
own Rights, their own Privileges, and that very 
Aſſembly which pretends to demand their Aſ- 
ſiſtance. What Madneſs! What Infatuation ! 
The Elector of Mentz, who is Archchancellor 
of the Empire, has tranſmitted this Paper to the 
Dictature of the Empire, without ſeeing the 
leaſt Harm in it. His Majeſty of Great-Britain, 
who is likewiſe an Elector of the Empire, and 
to uſe the new Phraſe, though it is bad Enghſp, 
as reſpectable a Prince as any in the Empire, has, 
in his Letters to the Emperor, unanſwerably 
proved, that it was what her Majeſty of Hun- 
gary had a Right to do, and what it ill became his 
Imperial Majeſty to diſpute. It is certainly, there- 
fore a well judged thing to tell the Eugliſßʒ Nation 
that they have nothing to do with the Affairs of 
Germany, and that they ought not to enquire in- 
to German Diſputes: Why ? Becauſe thoſe Diſ- 
putes will not bear an Enquiry; and the Eugliſb 
Nation have naturally ſuch a Love to Truth, 
and ſuch a Capacity of diſcovering on which 
ſide it lies, that there is no blinding them with 
ſuch fallacious F * compoſe that 1 
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baſt Eloquence, which diſtinguiſhes the three 


laſt Commiſſorial Deerees. 

But I would not, Sir, have you miſtake me 
in this Matter, or rather I would not afford you 
an Opportunity of pretending to miſtake me ſo 
far, as to infer from hence, that I either think it 
reaſonable to depoſe the Emperor, believe that 
to be the Queen of Hungary's Deſign, or main- 
tain that Great Britain is bound either by Treaty, 
or by Intereſt, to ſupport her in it, if it was. All 
1 pretend to ſhew is, that the Election of his 
Imperial Majeſty has nothing to do with the 
Diſpute about the Auſtrian Succeſſion ; and if I 
am not much miſtaken, his preſent Imperial 
Majeſty promiſes in one of the Articles of his 
Capitulation, that he will never involve the Em- 
pire in any private Diſpute of his, which ſhews 
that the Empire could have nothing to do in this 
War, even if he were in the right, But though 
it be true, that no Law could oblige the Queen 
of Hungary to part with Bavaria, which is her's 


by the Law of Arms, which as I obſerved before 


was the only Law that prevailed in Germany 
when ſhe acquired it; yet I readily admit that it 
1s not decent to deprive ſo near a Relation, or to 
expreſs my Sentiments openly and freely, his in- 
hocent Poſterity of their patrimonial Inheritance; 
and I like wiſe admit that it is not for the Honour 
of Germany, to have at her Head a Prince de- 
prived of his Dominions, and eſpecially deprived 
of them, as he has been, in Conſequence of a 
War begun in direct oppoſition to the Laws of 
the Empire. Theſe, I dare ſay you will allow 
to be great Conceſſions, but they are the Con- 
ceſſions of a Man, who has nothing in view but 
the Truth, who is not enthuſiaſtically devoted to 
the Queen of Hungary's Intereſt, but who could 
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as readily diſcern Injuſtice or Ambition in the 
Houſe of Auſtria, as in any other Houſe, if 

oe was ſufficient Marks to diſtinguiſh them 
. Sir, it ſo falls out, that the Queen of 
Hungary, who claims the whole and undivided 
Succeſſion of the Houſe of Auſtria under the 
Pragmatic Sanction, as approved and guaranteed 
by * Diet of the Empire, is entirely govern'd 
by the ſame Principles, that induced his Impe- 
rial Majeſty of ever glorious Memory her Fa- 
ther, to expect that Guaranty, and ſo wiſe, ſo 
prudent, and ſo illuſtrious an Aſſembly to grant 
it. In the midſt of Perſecution, ſhe has pre- 
ſerved her Magnanimity, and while cover'd with 
opprobrious Language by her Adverſary, has 
been ſtudying his Intereſt. Her Politicks have 
been always l. upon Maxims of Truth and 
Juſtice, and with a Heart entirely German ſhe 
has been contriving to make a great and indepen- 
dant Monarch of that Prince, whoſe Emiſſaries 
have charged her with -a Deſign of dethroning 
him. This, Sir, is indeed an extraordinary 
Contraſt ; it is in every Circumſtance ſo fair, ſo 
full, and ſo agreeable to the Rules of Rhetoric, 
that I am under ſome Apprehenſions, my Rea- 
ders will ſuſpect me of aiming at Eloquence, 
while I am endeavouring only, in the plaineft 
Terms, to lay down a certain Truth ; and it 
gives me great Satisfaction to think, that weak 
as my Abilities are, this Cauſe cannot ſuffer by 
my handling it; ſince as the Croats and Pandours 
ruſh*d from their Dens and Caverns, poſſeſſed with 
a Spirit of Juſtice, that render'd them an Over- 
match for the regular Troops of France; fo a 
Man of the moſt ordinary Underſtanding, having 
the Merits of this Cauſe imprinted in his Mind, 
| E 2 | may 
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may defend it againſt the greater Maſters of 


Words. | 
That wiſe and good Princeſs long ago foreſaw 
that the beſt Expedient for ſettling the Peace of 
Germany was to fix the Emperor in his Throne, 
and to inveſt him truly with that Sovereignty of 
which he has now only the Shadow: I ſay, Sir, 
even now only the Shadow ; now, when his 
Court ſhines at the Expence of France, and his 
Power ſeems to be ſupported by the Arms of 
—. Her Majeſty of Hungary ſaw with 
deep Concern the Diſtreſs of a Prince, who 
would have buried her, her Children, and her 
Family for ever in the Ruins of Vienna, and was 
ſcarce in Safety before ſhe buſied herſelf about 
his. She imputed that Conduct which had ſo 
ſtrong an Appearance of Malice to Deluſion ; to 
that Deluſion, which has afforded France an Op- 
portunity of boaſting, that ſhe has given Refuge 
to Kings dethroned, and ſhelter*d Princes in Exile. 
She labour'd by every poſſible Method to deliver 
his Imperial Majeſty " xa this unprincely Bon- 
dage. She would have divorced him from that 
Intereſt, which is not more oppoſite to her's 
than his own. She would have nfvired him with 
Sentiments worthy his Imperial Robes ; or ra- 
ther by removing his Prejudices, ſhe would have 
render*d thoſe Virtues conſpicuous, which none 
can deny his Imperial Majeſty poſſeſſes. Vir- 
tues, which recommended him to the Choice of 
all the Electors, and Virtues moſt unhappily ob- 
ſcured by his fatal Adherence to that perfidious 
Court, whoſe Intrigues have involved his Coun- 
try, and all Europe, in ſuch Calamities. Such are 
the Injuries the Queen of Hungary intended him. 
Such were the Methods by which ſhe ſought to 
revenge the Injuries he had done her. Such 2 
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the Schemes and Projects for dethroning the 
Head of the Empire; and ſuch the Reaſons that 
ought to arm the Empire againſt her ! 

That ſhe had not the ſame Tenderneſs and 
Regard for France, did not proceed from a ran- 
corous unrelenting Diſpoſition, as has been moſt 
baſely inſinuated by the Pens under the Direction 


of that Court, but from a calm and moderate 
Purſuit of her own Safety, and the Public Good. 


She ſaw plainly that her own Succeſſion could 
never be ſecure, while France retain'd the Power 
of hurting her; ſhe was convinced that the 
States of the Empire could never exert them- 


ſelves in the Maintainance of their Guaranty to 


that Succeſſion, while France could awe them; 
ſhe diſcern'd with no leſs Certainty, that her 
Neighbours were in equal Danger ; and that 
the Maritime Powers eſpecially could no more 
promiſe themſelves quiet than herſelf, if that 
Power, which no Treaties could bind, was not 
ſo circumſcribed as to loſe in ſome Meaſure the 
Capacity of hurting. But what then was the 
Scheme ſhe form' d? For I have already owned, 
and I ſtill own, that fair Pretences are not always 
to be truſted, Was it a Scheme to enlarge her 
own Dominions at the Expence of France? Was 
it a Project for repairing the Loſſes ſhe had ſuf- 
fered by the Intrigues of that Crown, by annexing 
to her Territories, what was pared from the 
Robberies of the other ? Nothing like it. She 
thought, and a moſt equitable Thought it was, 
that an Opportunity offer*d for recovering from 
France, what in Times of public Confuſion, 
ſuch as theſe, France had ſtolen from the Em- 
pire; and it was propoſed that theſe very Do- 
minions ſhould have been given to the Emperor, 


as a juſt Reparation for the Loſſes he has ſuſtained 
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by the wicked and treacherous Arts of France. 
This was the Object of the Queen's Views, and 
from the Purſuit of this glorious Object was the 
young Hero of Lorrain recalled by the Invaſion 
of Bohemia. 

I am ſenſible, Sir, that it will be an unpleaſing 
Subject to you, tho* I know not why it ſhould 
be ſo ; but, at the ſame Time, it is ſo material 
to my Purpoſe, that I muſt take the Liberty of 

inting out to you the Advantages, that muſt 

ve followed from the putting this Scheme in 
Execution, and which, by the Way, nothing 
could have prevented, but the paradoxical Me- 
thod of giving Peace to Germany by recalling 
thither the War, which had been transferred into 
the Territories of France. In the firſt Place, 
Sir, it would have reſtored to Germany a large 
Extent of Country, every Foot of which had 
been taken 'away by Methods the moſt unjuſtifi- 
able that were perhaps ever uſed. For the three 
Biſhopricks were ſeiz'd under the Notion of a 
Sequeſtration, Alſace obtainꝰd by Fraud, and the 
City of Straſburgh ſurprized by open Force, in a 
Time of a full Peace, and when all France bluſh'd 
at the Fact, except the barbarous Miniſter that 
directed, and the ambitious Monarch that per- 
mitted it. This alone muſt have had happy 
Conſequences, becauſe it muſt have remov'd the 
Terror of the French Arms from four of the Ger- 
man Electors. In the next Place, it would have 
been a noble Acceſſion to the Territories of the 
Prince for whom they were deſigned ; and to 
mention no more, it would, in the third Place, 
have given ſuch Spirit to the deſponding Powers 
of Europe, as would probably have ſecured them, 
for an Age at leaſt, againſt the Force and In- 


trigues of France. All theſe Advantages _ 
ve 
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have accrued immediately to the Emperor and 
Empire, and conſequentially only to the Queen of? 
Hungary and her Allies, by whoſe Arms, and at 
whoſe Expence they were to be obtain'd, not by 
a dark and clandeſtine Alliance, grounded on 
Motives of Private Intereſt, tranſacted in a Time 
of Peace, but in a fair and open War, in which 
the Crown of France itſelf was the Aggreſſor. 

I know it may be objected, that the Empe- 
ror's Honour was too deeply concerned for him 
to ſuffer ſuch a Proceeding. But methinks, 
Sir, the Force of this Objection is very much 
weaken'd, if not entirely deſtroy*d, if we con- 
fider that tho? all this was to be done for, yet 
nothing was to be done by the Emperor. He was 
not deſired to break Faith with, or to attack, him, 
who is falſly called his Benefactor. He was al- 
ready out of a Capacity of making War, and was 
brought into this weak and defenceleſs a Con- 
dition by the Contrivance of this very Power. 
This is a Fact fo certain in itſelf, and fo well 
known in Germany and to all Europe, that I 
might be diſpenſed from the Pains of proving it. 
But that I may give no room for ſuggeſting, 
that I take Things upon truſt, and aſſert what 
I cannot make good, give me leave, Sir, to put 
you in mind of a Proof, that I take to be invin- 
cible; I mean the Diſgrace of Marſhal Broglio, 
procured by the direct Application of the Empe- 
ror himſelf, for betraying, deſerting, and deli- 
vering up his hereditary Dominions. A Man 
who had the Confidence to avow his Hatred of 
Germans in the Heart of Germany, and who 
treated with the utmoſt Contempt the Imperial 
Troops, notwithſtanding they behaved upon all 
Occaſions much better than his own. Thus 
Man's Diſgrace, I ſay, is an 3 

| roo 


(32 ) 

Proof of the Truth of what I aſſert; for it can 
never be ſuppoſed, that a Prince of ſo much 
Virtue, Prudence and Moderation, as the Em- 

ror is allowed to be, would have accuſed that 
Man without Grounds, or that the French King 
and his Miniſters would have given him up to the 
Emperor's Reſentments, if the Accuſation had 


not been well ſupported. It is not therefore 


eaſy to diſcern how his Imperial Majeſty's Honour 
could have ſuffered by accepting Territories re- 
cover*d from France; to which ſhe neither has, 
nor can have any juſt Title. 

From theſe Premiſes may be deduced the 


cleareſt and moſt fatisfaftory Anſwers to the two 


Points which are moſt ſtrongly inſiſted upon, in 


the Charge againſt, the Queen of Hungary, and 
in Support of. the new Treaty of Union. The 


firſt of them is the detaining the Emperor's here- 
ditary Countries, which upon this Plan it is 
plain ſhe could not reſtore with Safety to herſelf, 
or to the common Cauſe, All the Clamour that 


has been raiſed about this, is abſolutely falſe and 


groundleſs, and not to be reconciled to the Laws 


of War or Peace, to the Maxims of Policy, or 


of common Senſe ; and therefore the detaining 
them could not be any Breach of the Germanic 
Conſtitution. The Emperor indeed might have 
taken a Method, which would have given ſome 
Colour to his Complaint ; he might have re- 
nounced his Alliance with France, but then the 
. Complaint would have been loſt, becauſe in that 
Caſe he had been long ago in Poſſeſſion of his 
Dominions. But while he remain'd attach'd to 
that Court, was ſupported by that Court, and 
employed the Remains of his Authority merely 
in cxccuting the Dictates, and fulfilling the Pur- 
poſes of that Court, to the viſible Prejudice of 
the 
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the Empire, as well as the Queen of Hungary, 
I fay, while he was doing all this, and perhaps 
more, I mean ſtirring up the Bavarians to Plots 
and Conſpiracies, the expecting the Queen of 
Hungary to reſtore his Dominions, or the impu- 
ting it to her as a Crime, that ſhe did not reſtore 
them, is paſt all Underſtanding. Did ever the 
Laws of Honour oblige a Perſon who had diſ- 
armed another in a Duel, to reſtore his Adver- 
ſary his Sword, while he was manifeſtly in a Tem- 
per of attempting to do the fame Miſchief with 
it again, of the Power of doing which he was 
deprived but the Moment before? No, cer- 
_ tainly ; the niceſt Laws of Honour require no 
ſuch Thing; and whenever the Advocates for the 
Treaty of Union ſhall fhew either Law or Reaſon, 
why the Queen of Hungary ſhould tempt Provi- 
dence, by ſuch an Act of Raſhneſs, I ſhall be 
ready to own that Treaty 1s not altogether with- 
out Foundation, 


But, ſays the Expostriox, that notable Piece 


which drew upon you this Trouble, the Empe- 
ror did more; for he offer'd to renounce his 
Pretenſions to the Auſtrian Succeſſion, which 
would have put an End to the Diſpute, But 
how can we be ſure of that? The Houſe of Ba- 


varia had renounced all Claims, and had guaran- 


teed this very Pragmatic Sanction before; ſo had 
the Crown of France, and received a Conſidera- 
tion for it; but they made War againſt the 
Queen of Hungary, with a View to 08 
her of that Succeſſion which they had acknow- 

ledged and guarante Why ? becauſe they 
imagin'd at the ConjfCture they attack'd her, 
they had Force ſufficient to do what never could 
have been juſtified, if done. It is plain there- 
fore, if any thing can * plain, that the Queen 
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of Hungary had as little Reaſon to truſt to a new 
Renunciation as to the old Guarantee; or at 
leaſt, ſhe had no Reaſon to truſt to it, till ſhe had 
ſome collateralSecuriry for the Performance, which 
ſhe might have had, if in Conjunction with her 
Allies, ſhe had — the Provinces torn 
from the Empire by France; and the Emperor 
had renounc'd his Alliance with that Crown, and 
had given a ſufficient Pledge for his Sincerity in 
that Renunciation, This, and this only, could 
ſecure the Queen of Hungary in the Poſſeſſion 
of her own Dominions.; and this would at 
the ſame Time have ſecured her Allies from 
the Dread of being called upon again, to execute 
their Guaranty of the Pragmatic Sanction. It 
is a Fact ſo true, that nobody diſputes it, that 
the preſent War is a heavy Burden on the Queen 
of Hungary, and on her Allies; but heavy as the 
Burthen is, it is ſtill more tolerable than a rot- 
ten Peace, which would infallibly ruin both her 
and her Allies. 

The other Objection is grounded on the Treat - 
ment given to the Bavarian Troops, ſince they 
aſſum'd the Title of the Neutral Army of the 
Empire. It is complain'd of in the ſtrongeſt 
Tax, that the Queen of Hungary, forgetting 
the Tenor of her own Capitulations, little re- 
ſpecting the ſacred Name of the Empire, and 
having nothing in View but the aggrandizing her 
own Power at the Expence of the Liberty and 
Peace of Germany, firſt forced theſe Imperial 
Troops to take Shelter under the Cannon of an 
Imperial Fortreſs, and then attempted to deſtroy 
tn wider that Fortreſs, notwithſtanding the 
Expoſtulations of a Field-Marſhal of the Em- 
pire, who was at the ſame Time Governor of 
that ortrets. many Idare ay, Sir, you will allow 

is 
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is the Caſe of the Accuſation fairly ſtated ; but 
when the Matter comes to be freely examin'd, 
and the Circumſtances attending theſe Facts are 
looked into, the Queen of Hungary's Conduct 
appears to be irreproachable, becauſe every Step 
ſhe has taken, was render'd neceſſary by her 
Enemy's bad Conduct, and Breach of Faith. 
That a Neutrality was granted to the Army un- 
der the Command of Count Seckendorf, is a 
Point that admits of no Diſpute ; but from that 
very Neutrality it appears, the Conſideration 
upon which it was granted, was the Bavarian 
Armies remaining neuter, that is to ſay, detach- 
ing themſelves from the Queen's Enemies, till 
by the Mediation of Powers, well affected to both, 
the Queen and the Emperor could be made 
Friends. Now, Sir, I will take upon me to 
ſay, that ſo long as this Neutrality was obſerv'd 
on one Side, it was never violated-on the other. 
The Imperial Troops remain'd quietly in their 
Quarters, the Archives of the Electoral Houſe 
of Bavaria, the rich Furniture of the Electoral 
Reſidence, were transferr d from Aug/bourg to 
* Francfort, and theſe, Sir, I hope, are not 
among the Number of thoſe Cruelties, Barbari- 
ties, and Outrages, of which the Emperor's new 
Friends ſo heavily complain. Thus far, Sir, 
Things went as they ſhould do, the Emperor liſ- 
ten*'d to Propoſals, the Queen made continual 
Conceſſions, and his Britannic Majeſty, after 
expoſing his Perſon in Defence of Germany, un- 
derwent incredible Fatigues in endeavourmg every 
Method he could deviſe to put an End to the 
War by a ſpeedy and a ſolid Peace. | 
But in the midft of all theſe Cares, with 
which the Friends of Freedom were affected, it 


began to be obſerv' d, that the Imperial Army 
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was conſtantly recruiting, Arms, Ammunition 
and Equipages were provided for them, and 
publickly paid for by Remittances from France. 
As ſoon as the Seaſon for Action approached, 
there begun to be great Stirs in Bavaria, and 
thoſe who complain*d ſo heavily of the Queen's 
raiſing Contributions in that Country, know 
that one Reaſon for raiſing them, was to prevent 
the drawing great Sums out of that Electorate 
for the Payment of Troops that were to fight 
againſt her. And you muſt likewiſe know too, 
that thoſe Severities that are repreſented in ſo 
dreadful a Light, were no other than neceſſary 
Precautions for preventing private Conſpiracies, 
and cutting the Throats of Auſtria» Garriſons in 
their Beds. By Degrees, as the new Projects of 
France began to ripen, the Imperial Troops 
quitted their Quarters, and diſpoſed themſelves 
in ſuch a Manner as very plainly ſhew'd they 
were at the Devotion of that Court, that had 
now declar*d War againſt the Queen of Hungary, 
and was preparing to attack her with all it's 
Force. Art laſt a French Army takes Poſt in 
ſuch a Manner, as to be cover'd on one fide by 
an Imperial Fortreſs, and the ſame Imperial For- 
treſs covers the Neutral Imperial Army on the 
other, while the Velt Marſhal of the Empire was 
at once Commander in Chief of the Bavarian 
Forces, now in Motion in Breach ef a Neutrality, 
Governor of an Imperial Fortreſs that cover'd a 
French Army, and Conjunct in Command with 
a Marſhal of France at the Head of that Army, 
whoſe only Errand it was to attack the Queen. 
In ſuch Circumſtances, Sir, you muſt allow me 
to ſay, that if the Queen's Hungarian Officers, 
who are better Soldiers than Stateſmen, miſap- 
prehended Things a little, and look*d upon theſe 
Neutral 
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Neutral Troops as Enemies, it was a very pardon- 
able Miſtake. I think in my Conſcience, Sir, 
that a Man of your Modeſty would ſcarce venture 
to aſſert, that they ought to have look*d upon 
them as Friends. To cut the Matter ſhort, and 
to ſpeak freely what I think, there never was ſo 
ridiculous a Farce play*d as this, which was de- 
ſign'd to give Birth to ſo ſerious an Affair as the 
Treaty of Union at Francfort, and the Invaſion of 
Bohemia in Conſequence of that Treaty; you muſt 
allow, Sir, that I have not followed the modern 
Faſhion of exaggerating Things, but have treated 
this Matter as ſoftly and tenderly as poſſible ; for 
had I written in the new Style, I ſhould have 
charged the Emperor with breaking the Neutra- 
lity, with violating the moſt ſolemn Capitula- 
tions, and thereby expoſing his Subjects, his 
brave and loyal Subjects, who have deſerv'd fo 
much better at his Hands, to all. the- Severities 
they have met with ſince. © -- 

On the whole therefore, theſe Complaints are 
either without Foundation, or if there be any 
Foundation for a Complaint, it is not certainly 
againſt the Queen of Hungary. She did not be- 
gin the War, therefore the Conſequences of the 
War cannot in Juſtice be imputed to her. She 
did not deſpoil the Elector of Bavaria of his he- 
reditary Countries, from a Thirſt of Dominion, 
but from a laudable Deſire of removing the Seat 
of War from among her Subjects. She does not 
withhold theſe Dominions from an ambitious De- 
fire of extending her own Power, but as a Pledge 
of her being indemnified for what ſhe has loſt on 
the one Hand; and on the other, becauſe ſhe 
cannot with Safety reſtore them. If ſhe proteſted 
againſt the Election of the preſent Emperor, it 
was becauſe her Vote in electing him was ſer 

aſide 
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aſide z and if other Princes are ſo jealous of their 
Rights, as to draw their Swords on a Suſpicion 
of being injur d, what was there Criminal in her 
Paper - Proteſt, not grounded on a Suſpicion, 
but on an Injury receiv*d ? If ſhe has attacked 
France, France firſt attack*d her; and the pre- 
ſent Conjuncture ſhews, that ſhe never can be 
 dafe-till France has loſt its Influence in the Em- 
pire; which illicit, which dangerous Influence, 
was all that ſhe attempted to take away. If ſhe 
granted a Neutrality to the Emperor's Troops, 
it was an Act of Compaſſion, for ſhe had them 
in her power. If ſhe broke that Neutrality, it 
was. becauſe ſhe could not in Prudence ſtay tilt 
her Enemies broke it. If ſhe has attempted to 
put Garriſons into Imperial Towns, it was to 
F their being poſſeſſed by the French. 

ſhe has at any Time acted contrary to the 
Syſtem of the Empire, it was becauſe the Em- 
peror, under French Counſels, had ſo confuſed 
that Syſtem, that it could no longer be regarded. 
In a Word, whatſoever ſhe has done, ſhe has 
done to ſecure the German Nation againſt France, 
its natural, its implacable Enemy; and againſt 
Galliciſed Germans, who truſting to the ſpecious 
Promiſes of France, are in Arms for her againſt 
their Country. Theſe, Sir, are Truths, incon- 
teſtable Truths, which will for ever juſtify the 
Conduct of the Queen of Hungary, and the 
Conduct of the Allies of the Queen of Hungary, 
ta the preſent Age, and to all Poſterity. They 
will juſtify her, Sir, ſo long as the Conſtitution 
of the Empire remains, and the Laws of Nature 
and Nations are underſtood. If, indeed in, this 
critical Conjuncture, French Perfidy ſhould get. 
the better of German Probity, and the Power of 
that all-graſping Crown ſhould be too hard * 
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the Friends of Freedom, Wrong and Right may 
be ſo confounded, as not to be diſtinguiſhed, 
and common Senſe may be declared Treaſon. 
But while a Spark of Liberty remains, while we 
dare think as we ought, and ſpeak. as we 
think, we muſt conclude that the Queen of 
Hungary and her Allies, have made a moſt glo- 
rious Stand, and that all the Attempts that are, 
or may be made, to ſet this in another Light, are 
Attempts to deceive thoſe who cannot be enſlavꝰd 
by all the Force their Enemies can employ 
againſt them. Adern, 
There is but one Point more I ſhall touch, 
and then I have done with this Part of my Sub- 
ject? and that is the Conduct of the Princes and 
States of the Empire. All of theſe that embrace d 
the Imperial, that is, the French Party, were 
viſibly biaſs'd either by Hopes or Fears; ſuch as 
diſdain'd the one, and were above the other, 
ſided with the Queen of Hungary as far as they 
were able, and if any have ſince left her, Threats or 
Promiſes have taken them off. While they 
were free, while they were independant, or to 
uſe a ſtronger, a more expreſſive Word, While 
they were GERMANs, they were for the Queen of 
Hungary; but ſince this fatal Change, ſince its 
become faſhionable to call French Influence the 
Germanic Conſtitution, they may perhaps be 
obliged tg ſpeak the Language of the Fimes, a 
Language foreign to their Hearts, and, as. it will 
hereafter appear, foreign to their Intereſts. Fu- 
ture Events, Sir, are in the Womb of Time, 
and lie beyond the Reach of human Foreſight ; 
but whatever thoſe Events may be, whatever 


may befall the Queen of Hungary, or her Allies, 


both snE and THEY have put this out of the 
Reach of Tine and Fortune; that Duty = 2 
2 | | tere 


” . 
Intereſt was their Guide, and that they met thelr 
Fate after that of Germany was decided, after its 
Conſtitution was torn up and deſtroy' d, after its 
Diet loſt its Figure, and its Freedom; after its 
Emperor lived a Penſioner to France, and after 
SEES EEE TEE EEE EEE ESE 
TEEESETEEEEEEETELEESEEEELTSLELTENHEEEETELEES 
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I want Words to expreſs the reſt, and ſo I leave 
If. 4 | 

But if Zeal for Liberty, if the Deſire of main- 
taining Publick Faith, if the pure Intention of 
doing Right for the Sake of doing right, can 
draw down the divine Bleſſing on an Appeal to 
Providence in the Way of Arms, the Queen of 
Hungary will be ſtill victorious; victorious over 
the Arts and Frauds, as well as over the Armies 
of France and her Partizans; victorious in the 
Cauſe of Germany, Europe, Liberty, and Man- 
kind. In the Hopes of this, Sir, let us live; for 
without theſe Hopes, what ſhould we live for? To 
ſee our conſtant and. natural Allies ruin*d by their 
ownFolly, fwallow*dup by an ambitious Neighbour, 
while we have nothing more to expect than to be 
Laſt devour d. A Fate which to avoid, what 
Danger is there which we ſhould not deſpiſe ? 


I am now come to the ſecond Part of my 
Taſk, which is to defend the Conduct of Great 
Britain, ſince the preſent War begun; and it 
falls out very happily for me that there cannot 
well be any Thing imagin'd more eaſy to be de- 
fended. I am not undertaking either a knotty 
Argument on the Right Side, or attempting to 
give plauſible Colours to what in my own Con- 
ſcience I know to be wrong; but I am to ſhew that 
the Britiſ Nation in general, who by their Repre- 

| ſentatives 
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ſentatives in Parliament, ſo often recommended 
to his Majeſty this War, in the Cauſe of the 
Queen of Ilungary, in Support of the Ballance 
of Power, and in Maintenance of the Freedom 
of Europe, were guided by that good Senſe, 
which the wiſeſt Nation in Europe allow them ; 
by that generous, open and beneficent Spirit of 
aſſiſting their oppreſſed Neighbours, for which 
they have been, and may they always be diſtin- 
guiſned! This is what I have undertaken, and 
this may be with ſuch Facility perform'd, that I 
have not the leaſt Fear ſo good a Cauſe ſhould 
ſuffer, -even in ſo weak Hands as mine. 

You know, Sir, that the Guaranty of the 
Pragmatic Sanction, was given by the moſt ſo- 
lemn Treaty by the Crown of Great-Britain ; 
and that this Treaty was maturely examin'd, and 
in the moſt authentic Manner approv'd by Par- 
hament. To ſay the Truth, Sir, it could not 
be otherwiſe z for without deſerting that Syſtem 
which the Nation, I ſay the Nation, Sir, has 
always embrac'd, we could not deſert the Houſe 
of Auſtria, It was not the Revolution, as ſome 
People imagin'd, that gave this Turn to our 
Politicks; but it was the Court's endeavouring 
to give another Turn to our Politicks, that 
brought about the Revolution. In the Days of 
King Charles II. the People, the Parliament, 
and every Man of Parts and Probity in the 
Council, were as much attach'd to this Syſtem 
as they are now; and for the very ſame Rea- 
ſon, becauſe they thought it their Intereſt, and 
that the Independency of Britain could not be 
maintain*d without it. $2 

The Act therefore of guarantying the Prag- 
matic Sanction, was the Act of the Crown, but 


the Approbation of the Legitlature has made it 
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the Act of the Nation; and may we ceaſe to be 
a Nation whenever we heſitate -at performing 
what the Faith of the Nation has been pledged 
to perform. When the Queen of Hungary was 
attacked, when a Combination was formed / to 
ſtrip her of thoſe Territories, in the poſſeſſion of 
which the Faith of this Nation was given that 
ſhe ſhould be maintained, what could we do leſs 
than we did? or what muſt all Europe have 
thought of us, if we had refuſed to comply with 

our Engagements? That there was a ſlowneſs in 
doing this, I have already obſerv'd, was the chief 
Cauſe for over-turning the late Adminiſtration ; 
and it is a Point of Juſtice due to a great Man, 
then at the Head of the Oppoſition, and lately 
at the Helm of our Affairs, that he has been 
perfectly uniform in his Conduct, that he is done 
m Power what he declared to be right when 
out; and that in this reſpe& he has ſet his Pro- 
bity on the level with his Parts, and ſhewn him- 
ſelf at once an honeſt and an able Miniſter. This, 
I fay, is a Piece of Juſtice that his very Enemies 
cannot deny him, and in this no doubt he has 
ſhewn himſelf truly a Patriot. He caught his 
Affection for the Houſe of Auſtria from the 
Voice of the People, they avow'd the Intereſt 
of that Houſe, and the Intereſt of this Nation 
to be the ſame; and therefore whatever the Fate 
of the War may be, they never can diſavow 
him or his Meaſures in this reſpect. His In- 


ſtructions are to be found in the Addreſſes of 


Parliament, and if they were dictated to him by 
the Crown, the Crown was firſt adviſed to them 
by the Nation. Theſe are Facts, Sir, which 
the Expoſition makes it neceſſary for me to call 
to Remembrance, that the Infinuations thrown 
out there, as if this was a War contriv d by a Mi- 
| / | niſtry, 
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iſtry, and ſupported by a Party, may appear in 
the Light they deſerve; for moſt unqueſtiona- 
bly, if there was a thing to which the whole 
Nation made itſelf a Party, it was this War in 
favour of the Queen of Hungary; and I hope 
the Britiſb Spirit will never ſink ſo low as to be 
aſham'd of it. | 

That we gave her at firſt ſuch Aſſiſtance, as 
her Circumſtances and our own would allow, 
was a Mark of our Sincerity, and a Pledge to 
her of our performing ſtrictly our Engagements. 
That we went farther and increaſed our Aſſiſt- 
ance, and engaged at laſt our whole Force in 
her Quarrel, was, the Effect of the Turn the 
War took, which quickly convinced us, that we 
were not more engaged by the Faith of Trea- 
ties, to ſupport the Queen of Hungary, than 
by our Intereſt to oppoſe the Progreſs of that 
ambitious Power, which now. viſibly diſcloſed its 
Deſign of enſlaving all Europe. We propor- 
tioned our Succours according to the Neceſſity 
of the Queen and our own Circumſtances, till 
it was eyident that we were ourſelves no leſs deep- 
ly concern'd than ſhe; and we did not enter as 
Principals into this War, till France diſplay*d 
the whole of her Scheme; and ſhew*d that the 
Deſtruction of this Nation, that is to ſay, the 
Freedom and Independency of this Nation, was 
a = of it. That we executed our Guaranty 
of the Pragmaic Sanction, was doing what we 
ow'd to public Faith, that for doing this, and 
thereby croſſing the. Views of France, we pro- 
voked her to declare War, was a thing we 
could not help, for ſure the Britiſb Nation will 
never think a Breach of Faith a proper Expedi- 
ent to-avoid any War; but more eſpecially to 


avoid a War with France, when actually engaged 
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in the Execution of a Project to overturn” the 
Liberties of Europe. As Auxiliarics therefore 
to the Queen of Hungary we acted as became 
us, and that we are now Principals in the War, 
is becauſe it is our own Intereſt, and we fight for 
ourſelves, ſo that the War is now our own, and 
we aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary, becauſe her 
Enemy is ours. . 

This, Sir, is the true State of the Caſe, and 
it will be found ſo whenever it ſhall come to be 
examin'd with that Coolneſs and Diſcretion 
which it deſerves by competent Judges. For 
however things may be repreſented either in the 
private Converſations of Men, who love to live 
well together, and therefore naturally give in to 
each others Notions; or in Party Cabals, which 
are no leſs dangerous to true Politicks than to 
true Religion, ſince they firſt produce an hypo- 
critical Faith, back*d with ſtrong Aſſcverations 
of Belief againſt real Conviction, which gene- 
rally ends in Atheiſm, or the abandoning of all 
Principles; in both Caſes, I ſay, however this 
Queſtion may be decided among ſuch Junto's, 
yet upon a fair Hearing in a full Aſſembly of 
the Repreſentatives of the Britiſo People, things 
will come out exactly as I have ſtated them. 

It will then appear, that the Ruin of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, was only the firſt Step in the French 
Plan, and that from thence they would have 
proceeded to change the general Syſtem of Eu- 
rope. But you will demand how will this ap- 
pear ; to. which I anſwer, by conſidering the 
Force France employed for this Purpoſe. If the 
obtaining ſome Satisfaction for the Houſe of 
Bavaria, had been all that was in View, it 
might ſurely have becn brought about withour 
ſuch an Armament, as in the firſt Inſtance, coſt 

France 
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France twice the Value of a reaſonable Equiva- 
lent. But this was not the Caſe; nay, it was 
never pretended to be the Caſe, till very lately. 
The firſt avowed Deſign was to transfer all the 
Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria to that of 
Bavaria; and this I muſt confeſs was the only 
cauſe that could be avow*d.: For the Elector of 
Bavaria was either the Heir of all the Dominions 
of the Houſe of Auſtria, or of none. He 
claims by a Pragmatick Sanction, as well as the 
Queen of Hungary; and his Claim, to uſe a 
coarſe Expreſſion, ſtands upon as broad a Bottom. 
But now, to ſay nothing- of the Injuſtice of 
France in guarantying one Pragmatick Sanction, 
and arming in Favour of another, what Reaſon 
is there to believe that ſhe meant the Deſign ſhe 
avowed? If the Elector of Bavaria was to be 
the univerſal Heir of the Auſtrian Dominions, 
how came the Crown of Spain to enter into the 
War? What could induce the King of Poland 
to take the Share in it he did ? Or how could 
France have enter'd into Engagements with his 
Pruſſian Majeſty ? The Partition of the Auſtrian 
Succeſſion, was as much againſt the Intereſt, as 
much againſt the Right of the Elector of Ba- 
varia, ſuppoſing him to have any Right to that 
Succeſſion, as the Partition of the Queen of Hun- 
gary's Dominions, 1s againſt the Nature of that 
Title by which ſhe poſſeſſes them. 

Thus, Sir, I preſume to ſay, that I have 
made it clear to the meaneſt Capacity, that the 
Deſign of France was as little to eſtabliſh the 
Claim of the Houſe of Bavarra, as that of the 
Houſe of Auſtria; and if that was not her De- 
ſign, what in the Name of God could be her 
Deſign, but to overturn and deſtroy that Syſtem 
which has been form'd to fet Bounds to her 

Power ? 
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Power? to ſecure the reſt af Europe from the 
Effects of her Ambition, and to preſerve . our 
Conſtitution, Liberties and Commerce, from 
that Ruin, which muſt overwhelm them, when- 
ever the Power of France riſes as high as her 
Ambition. And now, Sir, I would be glad to 
know, why any Foreign Prince ſhould preſume 
in the Stile of the Zxpoſition, to queſtion the 
Right of the Hritiſb Government, to interfere in 
the Affairs of Germany, at a Time when it was 
moſt viſible that the Affairs of Germany, were 
in Fact our own. When the Conſideration was 
not, whether we ſhould take a ſhare in the War, 
but whether we ſhould take it ſooner or later; 
whether we ſhould take it in Compliance with 
Treaties, in Support of our Allies, while it lay 
at a Diſtance, and while it was in our power to 
vent the Calamities that were .coming upon 
us, by oppoſing our Enemies in Time, og whe- 
ther by illuding our Treaties, we-ſhould ſtay. till 
our natural Alhkes were undone, till the Force of 
our Enemy was irreſiſtible, till our Oppreſſion 
would have been inforced by invincible Neceſ- 
ſity, and we ſhould have had as little Title to 
Compaſſion in the Day of our Deſtruction, as 
we had to Honour in purſuing ſo baſe, ſo puſi- 
lanimcus a Conduct, when there was a poſſibi- 
lity of reſiſting that Torrent, by which we muſt 
then have been overborne? A moſt excellent 
Scheme of Policy indeed. 09 - . _. 

'The Conduct of France, for you know, Sir, 
it is latoſul to learn from Enemies, the Conduct 
of France ought to teach us better Things. Is 
there Wiſdom and Policy in France? Did this 
Wiſdom and Policy appear in the Meaſures ſhe 
took for compaſſing her Deſign ; in the im- 


menſe Sums of Money ſquander'd in the North; 
in 
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in the vaſt Subſidies granted to German Princes, 
in the March of ſuch mighty Armies into a di- 
ſtant Country, to be maintain*d there at almoſt 
inconceivable Expence? Did, I ſay, her Wiſ- 
dom and Policy appear in all this, and would it 
at the ſame time have been Wiſdom and Policy 
in us, to have ſet ſtill with our Arms before us, 
while all this was doing? No, ſurely, nor 
common Senſe. When the Gallick Cock ſtruts, 
crows, and claps his Wings, it can never be a fit 


Seaſon for the Britiſb Lion to ſlumber. If the 


Quarrels of Germany be nothing to us, what are 
they to France? If ſhe has nothing to fear, no- 
thing to hope, nothing to deſire, as ſhe /eme- 
times pretends from the Iſſue of theſe Quarrels, 
why does ſhe meddle in them? Why does ſhe 
profuſely ſquander away her Men and Money in 
the Maintenance of them ? Why does ſhe com- 
paſs Sea and Land? Why docs ſhe. move Hea- 
ven and Earth to. give a certain Turn to thoſe 
is, if that Turn is not to be to her Ad- 
vantage? If that Turn is not to be advantagious 
to her in a Degree proportiopable to her Ex- 
ce? If that Turn is not in Futurity to com- 
penſate the exhauſting herſelf for the preſent, 
the throwing away all her Money, the thinning 
her Country of Men, the putting almoſt a full 
Stop to her Commerce, the ſubverting her do- 
meſtick Oeconomy, and the hazarding the At- 
fection of his Subjects to their beſt beloved Prince, 
by burying them under Misfortunes of every 
kind, was to be repaid by ſome Benefit adequate 
to the riſk. But what Benefit, Sir, at leaſt what 
Benefit of fuch a Nature, can France ever reap 
and we remain in Safety? Or with what Face can 
any Man pretend, that the Wiſdom amd Policy of 
France appears in ſuch a Conduct, and that the 


oppoſing 
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oppoſing it with all her Force, is in Great Bri- 
tain either fooliſh or unjuſt ? 

You may poſſible object, that in all this I take 
for granted what I ought to have proved, that 
France 1s the the natural and irreconcileable Ene- 
my of Britain, that her Proſperity includes our 
Deſtruction, and that, though removed from her 
by our Situation as an Iſland, we are yet as much 
bound to oppoſe her Progreſs on the Continent, 
as if we were ſettled on the Continent ourſelves. 
But, Sir, this is a Point ſo well known, and ſo 
little controverted, that it ſcarce ſtands in need 
of Proof. But for your ſake, Sir, who are a 
Foreigner, I am content to enter a little upon 
that ſtale Topic, as well to convince you that 
the Fact is certain, as to make you ſenſible that 
we have not taken up this Notion as Politicians 
but have been forced and driven into it by the 
French themſelves. Their Conduct, Sir, at all 
Times, and in all Circumſtances, have ſpoke 
them our determined Enemies, even when we 
were of the ſame Religion, when the Families of 
our Princes were moſt nearly allied. In War 
they have endeavoured to oppreſs us by Dint of 
Numbers; in Peace they have laboured to de- 
ceive and deſtroy us by ſpecious Pretences of 
Friendſhip, which have ever done them moſt 
Service, and moſt hurt us. It would be no dif- 
ficult Task to ſupport this Obſervation, by a co- 
pious Deduction of Facts for upwards of fevgn 
hundred Years paſt ; but to avoid ſo tedious a 
Digreſſion let us take a ſhort View of their Be- 
haviour from the beginning of the laſt Century. 
The Letters and Negotiations of the French Mi- 
niſters under the Reign of Henry IV. which have 
been made publick for the ſake of diſplaying their 


prodigious Abilities, render it maniteſt that they- 
would 
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would have hinder'd the Acceſſion of King 
James I. if they had been able; and that — 
willingly encouraged ſuch ſeditious Spirits as be- 
gan to ſtir in the Northern Parts of his Domi- 
nions. In the ſucceeding Reign they had their 
Emiſſaries about the Queen, who was a Da 
ter of France, who put her upon doing Things, 
that at once debaſed her Character, and render*d 
her odious to her Subjects. This forced the 
King to diſmiſs all her French Servants at once 
an Accident that was improved into giving her 
a Diſtaſte againſt one, who was a better Huſ- 
band than a King, and who gratified her Hu- 
mours at the Expence of his Intereſt, and at laſt 
of his Life. At the ſame time that the French 
prompted” the Court to high and haughty 
Meaſures, - they were intriguing with the Diſaf- 
fected, or to uſe a modern Word, with thoſe in 
the Oppaſttion. To whom was it that the firſt 
Revolters in Scotland addreſſed themſelves, by 

Petition, King Su againſt their lawful and 
hereditary to the Crown of France ? 
and fog — . were the firſt Supplies of Mo- 
ney derived, that enabled the Chiefs of the Par- 

to march an Army into England, but from 

e French Coffers? What excited the King to 
that Stiffneſs, that ſo much hurt him, but French 
Councils? And who preferr*d that knavifh, trim- 
. ming Secretary, that took Notes at the Council- 
Table for the uſe of the Oppoſition, I mean Sir 
Henry Vane, but our French Queen, who was 
thus the Beginning of thoſe Troubles which ſo 
effectually anſwered the Ends of her Country- 
men? Who was it that for promoting the Scheme 
juſt then form*d, and which has been ever ſince 


ſteadily purſued, truckled to Cromwell, and flat» 


* the Uſurper, into turning that Power he 
we H had 
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had acquired by the Murder of the King, and 
the Subverſion o the Laws, into doing the dir- 
ty Work of France, and depreſſing Þ > Houle 
of Auſtria to a Degree ſhe has never ſince re- 
cover'd? I need not tell you, Sir, for no Man 
15 ignorant that it was Mazarine, whoſe Ambi- 
tion did not. ſoar higher, than his Diſſimulation 
could deſcend, where F . could do the Buſi- 
neſs better than Force. 

Who was it that on the great Tum which 
happened here, adviſed Monk to ſet up for him- 
ſelt, and offer*d to ſupport him with all their 
Power? Was it not the Crown of France by her 
Ambaſſador? And this to keep out a King, who 
was by Blood a Grandſon of France, and who 
had ſuffered himſelf to be perverted to Popery, 
by folemn Profeſſions of effectual Aſſiſtance. 
By whom in the Beginning of his Reign, was 
on Prince ſeduced into ſelling Dunkirk to thoſe, 
who immediately ſtruck a Medal to awaken the 
Jealouſy of his Subjects upon that Occaſion ; and 
afterwards publiſh*'d the whole Negotiation to 
| blacken the Characters of his Miniſters? Who 
was it that firſt excited the firſt Dutch War, then 
join'd with the Dutch againſt us, and invited 
Ludlow to Paris, to concert the moſt effectual 
Means of reſtoring the Commonwealth? And 
who was it, that after Force proved abortive, put 
the King upon arbitrary Meaſures, betray' d thoſe 
Meal ures to ſuch as were likely to put the worſt 
Conſtruction upon them, and by their Ambaſſa- 
dors ſung one Song in the Cabinet of the Prince, 
and another in the Cabals of the Oppoſition, till 
the whole Kingdom was in a Flame, and till 
between true Plots and ſnam Ones, no Man 
knew what Title Ee had to Safety? Who, I ſay, 
did all this, and ten Times more, but 1 
585 0 
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Who was it that cheated King James out of his 
Kingdoms, and forced even hoſe who wiſh' d 
him beſt, to concur for their own Safety in ſuch 
Meaſures as led him to an Abdication ; and who 
afterwards received that deluded Prince, and 
pretended to impoſe him on us as a Tyrant; 
who if he would have ruled legally might have 
lived and died our Monarch? who, I ſay, but 
France? And who has ever ſince diſturbed the 
preſent Government by Law eſtabliſh*d, by open 
Invaſions, by ſecret Conſpiracies, now by avow- 
ing the Pretender to the Crown, and then by as 
Aincere Pretences to deſert his Intereſts, in order 
to recommend ſuch Meaſures as were molt like- 
ly tg ſerve kim? Who, I lay, but that perpe- 
tual Proteus, France ? 

And now, Sir, let me aſk you whether you think, 
after this haſty, this incorrect, this trifling Sketch 
of one Inſtance in a Hundred of her Treachery, 
any Man can doubt that if Creat- Britain has any 
Senſe or Feeling, ſne muſt have as honeſt, as hear- 
ty a Deteſtation for France, as ſhe has Love for 
herſelf, and Duty to her Governors. You have 
heard no doubt we have Debts, Taxes, and 
Grievances; but, Sir, to whom, do we owe 
them?, Our Debts. were incurr'd in two long 
Wars, to defend ourſelves againſt the Power of 
France; moſt of our Taxes came in at the ſame 
Door; and all aur Corruption began in, and has 
been conſeq uential from, French Practices, It is 
a — Truth, but ſtill a Truth it is, that 
we have = often forced to circumſcribe our 
Liberties, that the Arts of France might not 
bring about Changes, that might have taken a- 
way all Liberty; that we have been obliged to 
exclude for many Years together, a great Body 


of People from Places, to which they had as, 
H2 much 
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much a Right as thoſe who poſſeſſed them, ex- 
cluſive of the Suſpicion they had brought upon 
themſclves, by an indiſcreet, if not a+ criminal 
Complaiſance for France. That we have been 
forced firſt into a long Circle of tedious, trouble- 
ſome and expenſive Negotiations, to fence againſt 
French Influence in the Councils at Madrid; and 
ſecondly into a long, uneaſy, and ineffectual War 
to force a Power into a juſt Notion of her own 
Intereſts, which if ſhe would but once under- 
ſtand, would ſecure ours. Thus you fee, Sir, 
that every Evil we feel, as well as every Evil we 
have felt, every Miſchief that we dread, as well 
as every Misfortune under which we ſuffer, ſpring 
all from the ſame. Cauſe, and when traced to 
their Fountain Head, are juſtly charged upon 
France. We hate her, it is true; but that we 
do hate her, who can wonder ? 

That this Deduction of French Injuries and 
French Perfidies may appear leſs a Digreſſion, 
oro me leave to return to my Subject, by ob- 
erving that they have by Degrees o the 
Eyes of the whole Nation; and though we are, 
as the Inhabitants of all free Countries muſt be, 
ſplit into a Multitude of Parties, yet there is not 
any Party, nay not a ſingle Subdiviſion of any 
Party, that is not from Experience and Con- 
viction an Enemy to France. The Whigs are 
profeſſedly ſo from Principle; the Tories from 
repeated Proofs of her Falſhood and Diſſimula- 
tion; nay, the very Jacobites, formerly her 
ſtauncheſt Friends, are now among the bittereſt 
of her Enemies; I mean ſuch of them as can 
think, ſuch of them as remember, that to France 
they owe all their paſt and preſent Misfortunes, 
all that they ſuffer at Home, the Contempt with 
which they are treated Abroad, and the — 
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they feel in their own Boſoms. It is therefore a 
F at that cannot be queſtioned, that the general 
Diſpoſition ſhewn to fuccour the Queen of Hun- 
ary, and thereby preventing the Execution of 
the French Plan for extending their Power, was 
a Meaſure dictated by the Hearts of all Parties, 
and not a temporary Start of Romantic Gene- 
rofity, or of ſudden Reſentment. No, the 
Wrongs we have received from France, have been 
ſo various in their Nature, as well as fo many in 
Number; her Views have been conſtantly found 
ſo diametrically oppoſite to our Intereſt, and ſo 
directly calculated for ſubverting our Liberties at 
Home, and for ruining our Commerce A- 
broad, both which Deſigns have been avowed of 
late Years | in Political Treaties dedicated to their 
eſt Miniſters ; that not to be watchful of 
er Conduct, not to be diffident of her Proceed- 
ings, not to be jealous of every Increaſe of her 
Power, not to be ready to aflift whatever All 
ſhe firſt attack*d, muſt be eſteemed a Political 
Lethargy, little hort of total Stupefaction. 
Fou may have heard, Sir, but why ſhould I. 
diſſemble, you muſt have heard, Sir, from the 
Mouths of thoſe who are always fond of pro- 
claiming to Foreigners, what they call the Inte- 
reſts of their own Country, that we ate betray*d 
whenever we meddle with foreign Concerns, that 
our Situation and our Navy ate our natural Se- 
curities, and that behind theſe Barriers we may be 
ſafe not only from the Rage, but from all the 
Force of the Continent. That to us it. is noa 
thing which way the World goes Abroad, if 
Things go well at Home, that the Balance of 
Power is a Cant Word, the Support of the 
Houſe of Auſtria a Chimera, the univerſal Mo- 
narchy of France a Goblin; and all thefe” taken 
together 
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together, a Set of artificial Sounds made uſe of 


by Germanized Knaves, to bambouzzle the Fools 
their Countrymen out of their Money. I am 


very ſorry, Sir, to make uſe of ſuch Language 
to a Pe at our Character ; but, Sir, if the 
Sentiments of theſe Men be not expreſs'd in their 
own Language, it is twenty to one but they wall 
diſown them; nay, . tis very, great Odds that 
without a Repetition of the individual Phraſes, 
you might yourſelf forget that theſe are the very 
odtrines, which in every Coffee-houſe our Pa- 
triot Politicians have of late affected to maintain. 
Lou ſee, Sir, in a narrow Compaſs, in a few 
Words, and in their own Words, what it is miſ- 
leads Foreigners, and what by the Artifice of 


evil-meaning, and by the Clamours of ney 


Men, is impoſed upon the World as the 
of the Britiſh Nation. 

But, Sir, be not deceived, theſe Notions are 
ts never were, or can be the Senſe of the Na- 

There never was a Parliament that avow'd 

1 they be avow ' d by Parliament, becauſe 
thoſe who aſſert them with greateſt Violence in 
their Harangues, diſbelieve them in their Hearts. 
In the Days of King Charles TI. and in the 
Reign of James II. when there was a great Ma- 
jority of Tories in Parliament, they my 
the direct contrary ; and then, Sir, they ed th 
from their Hearts, They frequently advi: 
firſt of theſe Princes to act againſt France, and 
more than once forced him to take that Ad- 
vice; which was what Sir Wilkam Temple, who 
loved the King and his Family, and never deſert- 
ed them, told him, would make him the Kixc of 
his People. But how King of his Fc <þ Not 
ſurely by acting contrary to their Intereſts, againſt 


their Sentiments, and with a View to ſacrifice the 
Wealth 
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Wealth of this Nation for the Service of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, or of any other Houſe upon 
Earth, no Man can be ſtupid enough to believe 
this, and what then muſt he believe ? why that 
the oppoſing France, and ſupporting the Houſe 
of Auſtria, was the Intereſt of the Britifþ Na- 
tion in the Judgment of the Britiſp Nation. As 
for King James they rung this Truth in his Ear, 
till he would bear it no longer from them. And 
what follow'd then? Why truly, they would 
bear no longer with him, but ſent him to live, 
not on the Charity, but on the Policy of that 
Power, to which he had ſacrificed the Intereſts 
of the People, his own, and thoſe of his Family. 
For, Sir, as you are a Stranger, give me leave. 
to tell you, that that the very People, who now, 
or very lately, preached up this Docrxixx, were 
thoſe who ſent King James a grazing (I make 
uſe of their own polite Expreſſion) for having 
acted as if he believ'd it. And now, Sir, hav- 
ing ſhewn you the Time when they profeſſed the 
contrary Opinion, I will next ſhew you - now, 
WHY, and WHEN they changed it. ME! 
The Tories, Sir, were as deep in the Revolu- 
tion as the H/bigs, and ſomewhat deeper too, for 
a certain Tory Earl, who afterwards pretended to 
be ſomething more than a Tory, adviſed. the 
Prince of Orange at Windſer to confine, if not 
tw ———King James, which Advice his High- 
neſs rejected and reſented, as became him. But 
the Tories. after the Revolution finding them- 
ſelves not rewarded to their Wiſh, which per- 
haps was impoſſible, faced about and oppoſed 
the Court. But as this could not be done upon 
their former Principles, ſince King William du- 
ring his whole Reign acted ſteadily upon thoſe 
Principles, they were forced to look out for new 
ones, 


! 
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ones, and then, Sir, they firſt broached thoſe 
Doctrines which I Un juſt. now mention'd. 
This was the Riſe of the new Syſtem, which give 

me leave to ſay, is as abſurd, as unintelligible, 
— as ridiculous, as from its Origin we might 
ſe it. For what is to be expected from 
Men, who in a fit of Paſſion deſert their old Sen- 
timents, and ſit down to coin new ones. Give 
me leave to add, that their new Practices were 
of a Piece with their new Principles, and alto- 
gether as abſurd, as unintelligible, and as ridi- 
culous. For theſe: very- Men, who formerly 
profeſied their Averſion to France, and expelled 
for adhering to France, became 
themſelves theʒ Partizans of Frauce, did her Bu- 
ſineſs during that whole Reign, and by one 
mrans or ke At kinder d her being brought as 
lou, as for the Security of Europe, and the 
of ourſelves, ſhe ought: to have been 
brought; and would have been brought, by the 
firſt Grand Alliance, which they oppoſed, 
villity? dy and I mi ght add Werl more, out 
of Spight, the only on 9 * adher'd 
to ever ſince/ - 
The Tories at ths Beginning of che next Reign 
turnꝰd about again, or rather return'd to their 
firſt Principle, they were hearty for the War, 
renounced their Intrigues with France, and be- 
hav*d once again like Engliſpmen; but endeavour- 
ing to · become too arbitrary at Court, and diſ- 
daining to do any thing, if they might not do all, 
they made the Quten ſo uneaſy, that ſhe would no 
longer bear them, juſt as they would no longer 
bear her Father; and thus a new Breach fell out, 
and then they took up their net Principles again, 
and ſwore them to be old ones. During both 


| os _ ans, Holland ſtood where Hanover does 


now, 
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now; and fer the very ſame Reaſon; becauſe the 
Mob of all Countries are ſelfiſh; and thoſe who 
would pleaſe a Mob muſt deſcend to mean 
Things, and inſiſt upon it they are great Ones. 
The Alliance they ſaid was made for the ſake of 
the Dutch; every Meaſure of the War was 
taken for the Benefit of the Dutch; the Land 
and the Trade of this Nation were taxed and, 
ruined for the Dutch 4 and in ſhort all was ſa- 
crificed for the Dutch z while in Truth, the 
Dutch were ſacrificing themſelves for, the com- 
mon Cauſe; and, as they are very ſenſible ſince, 
involved their Reyenues, and curtailed their 
Trade, that neither are like to recover in haſte, 
which is the Reaſon, they have not been ſo for- 
ward ſince. Give me leave to aſk you, Sir, 
who ate much better acquainted with the Matter 
than I, whether the Tune is not come in which 
this. is the very Caſe with Hauguer; In this 
War, if any Sacrifice has been made, the Elec- 
torate has been ſacrificed to the Kingdom. and 
whenever we ſee a Peace made, I will venture to 
propheſy, that whatever becomes of the King; 
dom, the Electorate will not get a Penny, nor a 
Foot of Land by it, though it is very evident 
to all, who are acquainted with her Circum- 
ſtances, that ſhe has been ſufficiently exhauſted 
* Quarrel, with which however ſhe: had no- 

ing more to do than any other State in Germany z 
and che only-Reaſon that can be aſſign' d, either 
for diſliking or deſerting her, is, chat ſhe has 
dope more than the reſt, follow d her true Inte- 
reſt farther, and kept her Treaties better. 
But to. purſue my Subject. Be pleaſed to ob- 
ferve, Sir, that during the latter part of the Op- 
ſition made by the Tories to the late Miniſtry, 
y once more recognized their own Principle, 

* declared 
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declared againſt France, and went ſuch Lengrh® 
in Favour of the Houſe of Auſtria, as never 
any Men went but themſelves, when they ſpirit- 
ed up the late Emperor's Miniſter to affront the 
late King in a Memorial, and to ſcatter that Me- 
morial among his Subjects. The great Topic of 
their Complaint then was the fame they had 
uſed againſt Charles and James, that the Coun- 
cils of theſe Kingdoms were directed by France, 
that the Houſe of Auſtria, our natural Ally, was 
neglected; that the Dutch were forced / againſt 
their Will into fooliſh Treaties, to which they 
acceded with bad Grace, and abundance more to 
the ſame Purpoſe; of the Truth of which if you 
enquire 'of your Bookſeller, and have a large 
Cloſet to ſpare, I dare ſay he will fill it with au- 
thentic Evidence. In thoſe Days, Sir, and thoſe 
Days, if I may be allow'd the Expreſſion, were 
but Yeſterday, the Support of the * Houſe of 
Auſtria was no Chimera, the Ballance of Power 
no Cant Word, the Power of the Houſe of 
Bourbon a living Giant and no Goblin; neither do 
I think it impoſſible that the preſent Generation 
wy hear them profeſs the ſame Things again. 
+ Upon the whole, 'Sir, as in common Life you 
do not credit a Man moſt when he is leaſt in his 
Senſes, or take thoſe for his real Sentiments, 
which he delivers in the midſt of Paſſion, or in 
a Fit of the Spleen, ſo if you will believe theſe 
People at all, you muſt believe what they ſaid a 
long time ago, before they were out of their 
Senſes, or what they once ſaid in their lucid In- 
tervals, and when there was ſome Colour for 
conceiving that they ſpoke their Minds. But if 
you are really a Convert, or ſhould think fit to 
profeſs yourſelf ſo to this Patriot Syſtem of the 
new Stamp, as, if you take your Creed 2 
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the Exrosrriox, I am afraid. you will, then I. 
muſt change my Style, and inſtead of proving 
to you that People have told you what they do 
not believe, I muſt ſhew you *tis impoſſible they 
ſhould believe it. | . 
This, as it falls out, is no very difficult Taſk, 
for you muſt know, Sir, that all this new Sy- 
ſtem. is true in one Senſe, and falſe in another; 
which thoſe who broach'd it knew very well, and 
haye , made, all the uſe of it poſſible. If, Sir, 
the Powers on the Continent were equal, without, 
queſtion this Syſtem would be right, and Great- 
Britain ought to take no part in their Quarrels, 
becauſe ſhe might gain by being Friends with 
them all, and muſt loſe by falling out with any 
of them. But this is plainly not the Caſe; and 
all the Deſign of thoſe who are warmeſt for the 
Queen of Hungary, and the Ballance of Power 
is to make this the Caſe, All that they deſire, 
Sir, is to ſee Things ſo ſettled on the Continent, 
as that Great-Britain may have no Concerns in 
its Quarrels, that we may have nothing to do,' 
but to mind our Affairs at Home, ta ſecure our 
Liberties, and extend our Commerce.” But this, 
Sir, is not to be done till France is reduc'd; 
and thoſe who would perſuade us to the contrary, ' 
talk juſt as reaſonably, as if they ſhould exclaim 
at a Man for loſing his Time, exhauſting his 
Spirits, and throwing away his Money, for en- * 
couraging Firemen to aſſiſt in ſaving his Neigh- 
bour's Houſe, when for twelve Hours he might 
ſafely employ himſelf in caſting up his Books, 
ſorting his Goods in his Warehouſe, or purſu- 
ing the other Duties of his Profeſſion, Theſe 
are all Duties tis true, and no-body will defend 
a Man that neglects them, to attend his Neigh- 
bour's Concerns with we he has no — 
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But if there is a Fire within ten Doors, would 
he not think you mad if you were to harangue 
him to this Purpoſe ? and would he not anſwer 
you very rationally, Sr, for God's ſake let us ſee 
the Fire out, for that is my preſent Buſineſs. 

; n therefore we cooly conſider this Mat- 
ter, it very plainly appears that all that is deſire - 
able in the Sejf-preſerving Syſtem is purſued by 
thoſe, who are for proſecuting the preſent War 
vigorouſly, and for reducing France, and the 
Friends of France, as low as the Juſtice of their 
Cauſe, and the Bleſſing of God upon it, by 
Force of Arms will allow. If this was once 
done, 4 * 1 3 mo of Bourbon 
was effectually circumſcribed, if a proper Bal- 
lance was eſtabliſhed in Germany, in Baß and 
in the Nerth, we need not trouble ourſelves with 
the Affairs of the Continent for a Century to 
come. We might have time to regulate all our 
domeſtick Concerns, and reſtore every Part of 
our decaying Conſtitution to its former Strength 
and not leave it in the Power of two or thres 

- artful Heads of Factions to new mould at their 
Pleaſure every Adminiſtration. We might then 
5 — at Leiſure to n of = 

fling Luxury, and reſtoring Induſtry, We 

_ "ſhould ſoon be able to ſhake of the 1 of 
Debts and Taxes; to extend our Foreign Com- 
mexce, and do every thing that is wiſhed and 
deſired, by fuch as y love their 

and do not make uſe of that glorious Term to 
ern. 8 | 
But, Sir, what muſt be the Cale, if we liſten 
to the Advice given us in the Exrostrioxn, or 
if we are deluded into purſuing the Principles laid 
down therein, let them come from what Hands 
they will. Tf we are once cheated into an Opinion 


thi 
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that we ſet out wrong in this War, or that we 
have had to great Concern for the Affairs of 
Germany, there is an End of all our Hopes at 
Home and Abroad. We ſhall then do juſt what 

we did at the Cloſe of the Queen's Reign, patch 
up a weak, unconnected, inglorious, n 
able, and ruinous Peace, that will entail upon us 
a long Train of Negotiations, and make the Af- 
fairs of the Continent @ real Burtben. This, 
Sir, is the Truth, and a Truth of ſuch Impor- 
tance to our political Salvation, that upon it, 
and it alone, it muſt depend. I know well 
enough that there are People here, who do not 
care to have this Truth publiſh'd in fo clear a 
manner; but he who loves Truth and his Coun» 
try cannot fear the Reſentments of his, Cai 
men, for 5 the one for the ſake of 
other. There are indeed Times in which 
Truth ought not to be ſpoken too plainly; but 
theſe are ſo far from being thoſe Times, that on 
the contrary they are ſuch as require Truth to be 
ſet in the cleareſt Light, becauſe if be not 
known, and purſued now, it is Ike to be buried 
in all Time to come. * 

To conclude then, for I dare ſay, Sir, you 
are tired, it is the Buſineſs of the High Allies to 
perfect what they have begun, to ſhow the Mi- 
niſtry of the great Power in the North, that no- 

thing can contribute ſo much to the thorough 
Eſtabtſhment of the Ruſſian Power, as the De- 
ſtruction of the French Scheme, and the expel- 
ling the Influence, the peſtiferous Influence, of 
that deſigning Court, out of Sweden,  Denmarks 


and Poland; for which there never was ſo fair 
| rtunity as at preſent. . To. reſtore the 
Fr om, Ing 7, and of the Ger- 
man Empire, by making the H of args / 
We 
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of being ſtiled EMPEROR OF THE ROMUANs. 
To maln that Power in the full Enjoyment 
of its juft Rights, which has been always the 
Bulwark of Europe againſt ee and 
Eriſtian Tyranny ; 1 to ſupport all the reſt 
of the Princes and States of the Empire, in thoſe 
Immunities that are derived to them from their 
Conſtitution. To ſecure the Peace and Proſpe- 
rity of 1aly, by obtaining ſuch a ſhare of Do- 
enion. for the King of ' Sardinia, as is neceſſary 
to 251 his ever being oppreſſed by France or 
oe. I do, not ſay to procure for him what 
$ Aena Virtues and heroic Conduct in the 
ent War deſerves, for that might perhaps en- 
tle hum to all Hay; and to put it out of the 
Fower of any of the little Princes or States there, 
fo * their Country in ſucceeding Ages, as 
"them have Bone in this. To oblige the 
Sen of Spain to 1 her Treaties, and 
to be wiſe Ls 0 erve her Indies, by 
— — 4 right Uſe of 2 Wealth ſhe derives 
em, and minding the Concerns of that 
bene 9 whom they belong. To procure for 
the me Powers A they have a Right 
to aſk for the Security of their Foreign Com- 
merce, and the Maintenance of their Liberties 
at Home: - Theſe, Sir, are the Ends, for which 
we ought to continue the War, let it coſt what 
ir will; and the effectually anſwering theſe Ends 
is what the BatTisn Nation have a Right ta 


2 from a PEACE. 

rar I which was plainly calculated for the 
of*this, Kingdom, / have given you a 

hoy BM and I dare affirm a tru& one, of 


the e Frneigle art ard Views of all. our Parties, wt 


&,"Sir, in return for y your Maſter s Ex- 


( 63) 
the true Ground of what you eſteem our Pre- 
judice in Favour of the Houſe of Auſtria, of 
the juſt Cauſes of our Hatred to France, and of 
our Readineſs to take every Occaſion to oppoſe 
the ambitious Deſigns of a Neighbour, conſtant- 
ly employed in plotting our Deſtruction; of 
the real Intereſt of this Nation at Home and A- 
broad, of the genuine Meaning of Great Bri- 
tain's minding its own Concerns, of the Neceſ- 
ſity of proſecuting the War with the ſame View 
on which it was begun, and the proper Objects 
of our Attention, whenever Negotiations are in 


earneſt begun, for bringing about a general 


Peace; and in doing this, Sir, I have ſpoken 


with the Freedom becoming a. Briton, unbiaſſed 


by the Prejudices of one Party, or the hopes of 
pleaſing another; and, as far as my Abilities will 
ive me leave, acquainting you with the true 
Senſe of the honeſt Men of all Parties. | 
How far this, Sir, may be acceptable to you 
I know not, nor am I much concern'd about 
it. The Pamphlet you directed to be publiſh'd 
very fully juſtifies this Anſwer; as well as the 
Liberty I take of ſubſcribing myſelf, 


SIR, 
Your very humble Servant, 
BRITANNUS, 
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